Newsletter articles are due
SUNDAY JULY 25
Items can be emailed to newsletter@ebenezerrefocomadr put in the box in the Narthex. Thank you.
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We lift up our hearts, O God, on this day of celelation
in gratitude for the gift of being Americans.
We rejoice with all those who share
in the great dream of freedom and dignity for all.
With flags and feasting, with family and friends,
we salute those who have sacrificed that we mightfe the opportunity to bring to
fulfillment our many God-given gifts.
As we deny all prejudice a place in our hearts,
may we also clearly declare our intention to workdr the time when all people, regardless
of race, religion or sex, will be granted equal digity and worth.
Come, O gracious God,
who led your children Israel from slavery, keep udree from all that might hold us in
bondage.
Bless our country and join our simple celebration
that we may praise you, our Source of freedom, th®ne in whom we place our trust.

Ed Hays
A Pligrim's Almanac: Reflections for Each Day of tre Year, p. 111




2010

Please note the new email addresses for churdiost#iie address page. Also, Barb Dowd is the new
church secretaryPlease make sure to have bulletin items submitted her by 5:00 PM on Friday.
Thank you Barb for all your hard work!

Also, | cannot stress enough that the newslettadides on the calendar is firm. | need time to get
everything completed so the newsletter can be abailon or before the first of the month. The
newsletter can be a great outreach tool so thatdhgregation, visitors and people checking out the
website can know what is going on at the churdéhtemns are submitted too late they may not be
included. Thank you.

Food Pantry Collection

The first Sunday of every month is still food pgntollection day. This month’s
collection will go to Bread of Life in Stillman Vigly. Warmer weather means
families can get outside and enjoy a nice barbequyoecnic together. Some
suggested items are buns, catsup, pickle relisbtardy salsa, salad dressing, drink
mixes, canned tuna and chicken for making sandwiahe salads and canned fruit
juices. Paper products and toiletries are alwapsexiated too, especially since
these items cannot be purchased with food staffesase place your donations in
the grocery carts in the narthex.

Ladies Aid

The Ladies Aid Missionary Society usually meetsfttet Wednesday of each month at 1:30 P.M. at
the church. There is a Bible Study, devotionggdfments and each member brings a scripture verse
for “roll call” relating to a certain topic. LadieAid takes an offering to support various minestri
throughout the community, denomination and the eoilThey also serve luncheons when requested
by family members at the time of funerals in therch. Do you have a couple hours to give one
afternoon a month? Age doesn’t matter; this mipist open to all women of the church.  This
month’s meeting is July 7. Ellen Hitchcock wilbldthe devotions. Pat Oltmanns is the hostess. The
Bible Study is from Ecclesiastes and roll call viadl a Scripture verse on “Wisdom”

Gospelfest

Byron’s Gospelfest, which is the Opening Ceremofoe8yronfest, is scheduled for Thursday,

July 8th @ 6:30 pm on the front lawn of Neighbd®shab Center at 811 West Second Street in
Byron. Concluding the Gospelfest is a Cake/Piedmam Social. Our church needs to provide

a combination of Pies and/or Cakes for this tim&etdwship. The sign-up sheet is located in the
Narthex. PLEASE BE SURE TO BAKE A NON- REFRIGERATNCDESSERT IN A DISPOSABLE
PAN. Please sign up today if you can furnish agpieake or two. See sheet for complete instrustion
What a wonderful opportunity to sing praise to bard as the Opening Ceremonies for the
Byronfest!!!



Jolly Seniors

Jolly Seniors is a time for anyone over the agiftyfto get together for Christian fellowship afeh.
They meet the 3rd Thursday of every month at noom fpotluck meal. There are no officers or dues.
Each month a designated host and/or hostess ptheeave the event. There is scripture reading and
prayer. Outings to local restaurants or other @mvare scheduled. If you are fifty or over yane
invited to the meeting on July 1%t noon; please bring a dish to pass. Lorna Sisappstess this
month.

Naomi Ruth

Naomi Ruth is a women’s Bible study that meetshen3rd Tuesday of each month (except December
& January) at 7:00 P.M. Each member takes turedig the Bible Study. This group is open to all
women of the church. Are you looking for a LadBible Study? Come join Naomi Ruth on July"20
Jackie Schumacher will lead the Bible Study.

90 Years+ Birthday Celebration
On Sunday, July 2% there will be a special coffee fellowship followithe church service to honor
those that are 90 years old or greater! Thesadiecl

Jane Gjonnes*February 28, 1917 (93) Rena Reeverts*June 24, 1917 (93)

Allene Chermak*February 12, 1915 (95) Esther Schier*December 1, 1917 (92)
Henry Ehmen*May 6, 1914 (96) Genevieve Smolinski*May 28, 1917 (93)
Adolph Hayenga*October 1, 1916 (93) Janet Tomsic*August 10, 1917 (92)

Josie Maas*April 15, 1915 (95) Marguerite Toops*November 30, 1916 (93)

Esther Mennenga*April 26, 1913 (97) \ Hazel Wiltfang*October 27, 1916 (93)
- 7‘ .\. S

If anyone is missing from this list or if any infoation needs to be corrected please let Val Herrrio
know at (815) 732-2762 before the™%o everyone can be properly acknowledged. Plglaseto

stay for the celebration. What a wonderful oppaitiuto honor these special people in our Ebenezer
family!

HELP NEEDED! i
. Do you have a passion for working with kids andoivej them learn, grow and have fun? The |
Discipleship/Education council is looking to red¢ran enthusiastic, dynamic and creative Kid's Club
Leader. This individual would coordinate the teasheusic, and games for the program, and also!
work with children between the ages of 3 yrs oldtigh 5th grade. Kids Club is held on Wednesday
evenings and is scheduled to begin again thisIfalis sounds like something you might be inteeds
in, or if you have any questions regarding thisitpms please contact Dave Brondyke, Director of i
- Youth and Education (563-212-1633) or Lynn Jorgangbscipleship/Education Chairperson (815-

} 757-0314). Please prayerfully consider helping whik important ministry.

' We are in need of Sunday school teachers. Alsorevéoaking for summer substitute Sunday schodl
‘ teachers to fill in. Ebenezer Reformed Church hashetradition of continuing with the Sunday schoo
| program during the summer and we need your helmd®y school begins at 9 am and concludes by
' 9:50 am. We are using Faith Weavers Sunday schwatolum through ages 1st grade to Sr. High.|

- Please contact Leann McNeal (815-354-3223) and Bavedyke (563-212-1633)if you are mteresﬁed
" in volunteering.

!
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Join Us On Facebook

Ebenezer Reformed Church now has a Facebook Gamggwith up-to-date videos, photos and
announcements. Visit us on Facebook and join thepy Ebenezer Reformed Church — Oregon, IL.
If you have any questions please contact Lynn Joge at 815-757-0314 or at
lynnjorgenson@yahoo.com.

TS to our

VBS Volunteers

Wow!!! | can't believe Vacation Bible School is avaready!! This week went soooo well. | have so
many people to thank! | would like to thank Anneathy, Melissa, Dave, Barb, Mary, Lula, Vicki,
Gail and Norma for all their dedication and hels@\Il must thank our youth- Zack, Michael, Joseph,
Sarah, Brianne, Brittany, Khindra, Anthony and Lybibhey are a great example to our kids!! Thanks
Bill Welty and Kathy Berg for our VBS signs!!! Thks to all the actors Bob, Ken, Dee, Ceri, Val,
Joseph and Barb in drama! Thanks to all the bdketthie cookie donations-they were delicious! And
thanks to George for cleaning up after us oncenhdfaiakes many hands to pull VBS off and |
appreciate each and everyone!! Thank you also thony and Savior Jesus ! Without His guidance
and His patience with merone of this would be possible!

To God be the glory!!

Kelly O’'Hare

P.S. — Thanks to you, Kelly, for leading VBS!

Bibles Needed

If anyone has Children’s Bibles that they are mggkr using please consider donating them to the
Church library for use by the education departméinis helpful to have extra Bibles for children
church who may not have their own Bible or forgettihome. Thank you.

“Getting to know you...”

I‘m going to be setting aside time to get betteyuainted with you as individuals and as couples.
Specifically, | want to know about you, about Elbmsre and especially about how your life and this
church’s life intersect. You are invited — whetlgeu’re a member, a regular attendee, or just an
occasional visitor, each of you are part of whak@saEbenezer unique. | am scheduling the time 45
minutes per meeting. Please look for a sign-uptsinethe fellowship area. Feel free to talk toifne
you have questions or special needs. Pastor Brion.




Coffee Signup

Our coffee signup board, outside the kitchen, ki many openings and we need your help,
especially in clean up. Also, it's come to oueatton that the coffee fund is not as flush as usua
This could mean that we will have to eliminate doauts. If you enjoy a donut with fellowship,
please be sure to donate to coffee fellowship bgipg money in the basket on the table or putting i
in the collection labeled “coffee fellowship”. Adways, if you would like to bake or want to sefoe
something special, please be sure to note it obdhed and tell Barb Dowd in advance for your help
in this area. Thank you.

The Stewardship/Property Council is looking for fis@s or individuals to sign up on a weekly basig t
mow the church lawrThere is a sign-up sheet for mowing on the bullbtard by the family life
center. Please sign up now to make sure you getdtes you want. (P.S. Feel free to take more tha
one week!)

Please save your ink cartridges from your printerdVlark Lohman and put them in his mailbox. He
receives credit for these and can save on offipplgs for the church.

Please don't forget to recycle cans for the Missioeam! We are also collecting hotel sized
shampoos and soaps for the Rockford Rescue Misgiag.questions contact Ron or Connie Bader.

We are still collecting tabs from aluminum cans including those from soda cans, vegetable cans,
soup cans and pet food cdosthe Ronald McDonald House. Please enlist the help of friends,
family and co-workers and encourage them to "pbp'tabs off of aluminum cans and save them for
this cause. There is a “Ronald McDonald Housethentable in the Narthex for you to take home to
place your clean tabs in...or you may take one obthek pages and color it in and place it on your
own container. Please continue to bring your tabhsThank you!

The proposed budget for the Work of our Lord atrigzer Reformed Church for the year 2010 is
06/20/2010)
Actual givings toward budget $91,689 - or - 43%Bafiget

$214,036.

To meet this budget, the weekly offerings needverage $4,116. N\

Offerings should be equal to $102,900 - or - 48%Budiget

We are short -$11,211 |

We are currently at an average of $3,668 per Su(ttay B UDG E'l'

Advance Notice:

SAVE THE DATE!

Join us for the Celebrate Family Tour featuring @B Focus on the Family radio broadcast recording
with Jim Daly, John Fuller, and Dr. Emerson Egdesic

Friday, August 6, 2010 7:00 PNM:00 PM (Doors will open at 6:30 PM)

Edman Chapel at Wheaton College*

Located on the corner of Washington and Franklieedf Wheaton, IL 60781

THERE IS NO COST TO ATTEND. Learn more or regisieFocusOnTheFamily.com/Chicago.
*not a function of Wheaton College



Roots Youth

Roots Youth Ministry (entering'bgrade — 19 grade) will be meeting on
Wednesday nights July 7, 14 & 21 from 6:00-8:30RMitierent homes
for Grill N’ Chill events. Grill N’ Chill is an outeach event nights where
students from Roots invite their friends to comd anjoy food, games,
and a message. Please check the calendar aetrbfdl locations and
dates.

EQUIP RETREAT - Equipping you with a life for Christ

Equip is a retreat for Junior High and Senior Hétidents. The focus of the retreat is to give
you the tools to tell others about the life andel@f Jesus Christ. We will be using material
gathered from the book Sharing Jesus Without Bgawilliam Fey. This will be a 3 day retreat
including a sleep over and a trip to Rockford. p&adhat any and all that can to make this a
priority this summer!

What: Equip Retreat

When: July 11, 12, 13

Where:ERC & Tony Berg’s Cabin

Time: Sun. 6-7:30 PM, Mon. 6 PM, Tue. 9-11 AM

Other: Monday night will be the sleep over and yand Kathy Berg’s cabin located North of
Byron.

Cost: $10

Sr. High Trip

Six Flags Great America

Date: Saturday July 17, 2010

Departure: 7 AM from ERC

Return: 7 PM to ERC

Please sign up ahead and invite some friends.
Cost:  $40

Jr. High Trip

Wisconsin Dells Noah's Ark, Yogi Bear Camp Resort
Dates: July 18-20

Stay: Yogi Bear’s camp resort

Exhibit: Noah’s Ark Waterpark

Cost: $40 pay to ERC

Please sign up for your spot

For more information and/or to sign up for events pease contact Dave Brondyke at
563-212-1633.



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satday
1 2 3
9:30 AM
Bible Study
2010 and Prayer
4 Food Pantry 5 6 7 8 9 10
Collection 9:30 AM
9:00 AM Sunday 1:30 PM Ladies Aid Bible Study
School and Prayer
10:00 AM Worship 6:00 PM Roots Youth
Grill N’ Chill @ 6:30 Gospelfest
Welty's — Neighbor’s
Nursing Home -
Byron
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00 AM Sunday 6:00 PM Roots Youth 7:00 AM —
School Grill N’ Chill @ 12:00 PM Jolly | 9:30 AM 7:00 PM
10:00 AM Worship 7:00 PM Martin’s Seniors Bible Study | Roots SH trip
Parent Meeting Steering and Prayer to Six Flags
Committee
Roots Youth Group EQUIP Retreat
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:30 AM
9:00 AM Sunday Bible Study
School 6:00 PM Roots Youth and Prayer
10:00 AM Worship 7:00 PM Naomi| Grill N’ Chill @
Ruth Kline's
Roots JH Wisconsin Dell’s Trip
25 Newsletter Iltems| 26 27 28 29 30 31
Due
6:30 PM
9:00 AM Sunday Elders/Deacons
School 7:00 PM
10:00 AM Worship Consistory

Coffee Fellowship
90+ Birthday
Celebration!

*

et




11th

18th

25t

1 8th
2 5th

GREETERS: Dave & Bev Bjorklund & Family
Dale & Deb Boomgarden
USHERS: Andrea & Connor Hurd
Lawrence Jacobs

GREETERS: The Brooks Family
Dick & Phyllis Cain
USHERS: The Lehne Family

GREETERS: Kim Carow & Tyler
Paul & Linda Chermak
USHERS: Mark & Myrna Lohman
Grace Henley

GREETERS: Al & Jen Christianson & Family
Dawn Considine-Brechon & Family
USHERS: Martin Family

Nursery

Barb Dowd & Trent Snodgrass /Kaley Mumma
Mary Goerks & Leann McNeal

Liz Brooks & Marge Barnes/Khindra Chapple
Barb Dowd & Khalena Chapple/Anna Ring



July Birthdays

4 Zach Ankney

13 Don Dirksen

15 Ceri Woodworth
Tyler Christianson

16 Ken Anspach
Jean Woodin

17 Norma Flanagan

21 Katie Fearer

22 Ethan Gale

23 Annette Martin
Casey Martin
Marrisia Gittleson

25 Ron Toops

26 Carl Berg

27 Adam Berg
Brent Koeller

30 Joseph Ring
Michael Ring

31 Brenda Koeller

and Anniversaries!!!!

3 Mr. & Mrs. Ron Bader (1960)

7 Mr. & Mrs. Paul Chermak

9 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Reecher

26 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Fearer (1986)

27 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Dowd (1963)

28 Mr. & Mrs. Scott Woodworth
(1984)

We are attempting to update the birthday a
anniversary list. If your birthday or
anniversary is incorrect or missing, please
send an email to
newsletter@ebenzerreformed.com or put a
note in the newsletter box in the Narthex.
Thank you!!!!

nd

Fate of the Revolutionaries

We call them heroes. The British called them
traitors. Many of them turned out to be
martyrs. Here is what happened to some of
the 56 men who signed the Declaration of
Independence:

* Five were captured and tortured as traitors.
* Nine joined the revolutionary army, fought
and died.

* Eight men had property looted by the British
army or by vandals.

» One signer’s home was taken over by a
British general. The owner, Thomas Nelson
Jr., asked General Washington to burn the
home down. The general did.

* The home of Francis Lewis was destroyed
and his wife put in jail. She died shortly
thereafter.

» Three men had their fields and mills
destroyed.

In one way or another, all of the men paid a
dear price as a result of their rebellion. Still
they were faithful to the pledge they made on
July 4, 1776:

“We, therefore, the Representatives of the
United States of America, in General
Congress, Assembled, appealing to the
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude
of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by the
Authority of the good People of these
Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That
these United Colonies are, and of Right ought
to be Free and Independent States .... And for
the support of this Declaration, with a firm
reliance on the protection of divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other
our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred
Honor.”



