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Shirley Dobson tells of a game her grandparentgeplaalled SHMILY. They took turns writing that
word in unusual places for the other person to. firat example, when steam would gather on a batinrg
mirror, one or the other would write “SHMILY” on with a bare finger.

Apparently, the word could show up anywhere — emersugar, flour or salt spilled on a kitchen counte

The game lasted a lifetime.

When Shirley’s grandmother died, a bouquet ribbad the letters SHMILY on it. What did they stand
for? They were the first letters of the words: Sesv Much | Love You.




2010

Please note the new email addresses for churdiost#iie address page. Also, Barb Dowd is the new
church secretaryPlease make sure to have bulletin items submitted her by 5:00 PM on Friday.
Thank you Barb for all your hard work!

Also, | cannot stress enough that the newslettadides on the calendar is firm. | need time to get
everything completed so the newsletter can be abailon or before the first of the month. The
newsletter can be a great outreach tool so thatdhgregation, visitors and people checking out the
website can know what is going on at the churdéhteins are submitted too late they may not be
included. Thank you.

Deacon Fund

June 6 there will be a special collection for theaPon Fund. This fund is managed by the Board of
Deacons, who will interface with the Board of Ekland Pastor Brion when necessary. This fund is
designed to provide financial assistance duringrgerey situations to those who are regular
worshippers at Ebenezer Reformed Church. The DeBond does NOT rely on the church budget
for funding, but rather it relies on love offeringhich will take place on communion Sundays. As th
body of Christ, we want to exemplify Jesus by lglynrand compassionately sharing our resources
with others in their time of need. If you shoulpipen to have an emergency need you can contact
any of the deacons or call the church office (833-8313). For any questions you might have please
contact a Deacon.

Food Pantry Collection

The first Sunday of every month is still food pgntollection day. This month’s
collection will go to Lifeline in Oregon. Warmereather means families can get
outside and enjoy a nice barbeque or picnic togetBeme suggested items are
buns, catsup, pickle relish, mustard, salsa, siesking, drink mixes, canned tuna
and chicken for making sandwiches and salads amakecefruit juices. Paper
products and toiletries are always appreciateddspecially since these items Ko () ) s
cannot be purchased with food stamps. Please ptagedonations in the grocery FOOD DRIVE
carts in the narthex.

Ladies Aid

The Ladies Aid Missionary Society usually meetsfttet Wednesday of each month at 1:30 P.M. at
the church. There is a Bible Study, devotionggdfments and each member brings a scripture verse
for “roll call” relating to a certain topic. LadieAid takes an offering to support various minesri
throughout the community, denomination and the eoilThey also serve luncheons when requested
by family members at the time of funerals in therch. Do you have a couple hours to give one
afternoon a month? Age doesn’t matter; this mipist open to all women of the churchThis

month’s meeting is June qnote the change to the second Wednesday). Jooeay will lead the
devotions. Grace Henley is the hostess. The gpestker is Bonnie Mueller and roll call will be a
Scripture verse on “Hospitality”



Vacation Bible School

All 007 agents!!! listen up!! We start our missifar God this month! Please report to Ebenezer
Reformed Church on June 14TH- June 18TH 9:00 abi@0am. There is a pre-registration form in
the narthex. Ages are 3 years old up thru the éddd grade. Bring yourself and your friends- agen
I.D. tags, binoculars, and etc. will be provideswyAjuestions call Kelly O'Hare at 1-815-985-6919.

Naomi Ruth

Naomi Ruth is a women'’s Bible study that meetshen3rd Tuesday of each month (except December
& January) at 7:00 P.M. Each member takes turadig the Bible Study. This group is open to all
women of the church. Are you looking for a LadBkle Study? Come join Naomi Ruth on June

15". Becky Griswold will lead the Bible Study.

Jolly Seniors

Jolly Seniors is a time for anyone over the agiftyfto get together for Christian fellowship afsh.
They meet the 3rd Thursday of every month at noom fpotluck meal. There are no officers or dues.
Each month a designated host and/or hostess ptheeave the event. There is scripture reading and
prayer. Outings to local restaurants or other @mtvare scheduled. If you are fifty or over yane
invited to the meeting on June™at noon; please bring a dish to pass. Don & Biallsen are the
host and hostess this month.

Fellowship Hall Meeting

Steering Committee will host a Fellowship Hall Magtduring the Sunday School Hour (9:00 A.M.)
on Sunday, June 20. Each of the four council cleasigms will present a brief update on their
council. Everyone is welcome to attend. This wéldn open forum meeting allowing those in
attendance time to ask questions. The four couac#sWorship/Music - Dave Bjorklund,
Chairperson; Property/Stewardship - Bill Welty, €parson; Discipleship/Education - Lynn
Jorgenson; Mission/Outreach - John Smith, Chaigrers

Work Camp

Thework camp mission team will be going to Pumphouseisfiies in Ashland, Ohio this year from
June 20 through June 26. The Pumphouse servesdnemunity and others through many ministries
including a thrift shop, shelter, food pantry, “Ppimouse Grille” restaurant and the “Carpenter’s Shop
book and gift store, which also has more than 4@ books on-line hosted with Amazon and
Barnes and Noble. Check out the ministry and &g have to offer at
www.pumphouseministries.com and www.amazon.com&ipomphousebooks.

Praise in the Park

On Wednesday evenings from June 23 through Jutii8ound of local Christian entertainment will
fill Oregon Park West starting at 7:00 pm. JundZ8Ebenezer Praise Band joined by The Crossing
Praise Team will kick off the concert series, thkofving week (June 30) the Roots Youth Worship
Team & Lost Lake Community Patriotic Choir will p@mm. So, grab your lawn chairs and come to
the park for some fun nights of worship and praise.

p Sunday, June 27th is our annual church picnic agsiCamp, 9300 Lindenwood
Road in Chana. There will be a service at 10:30faNdwed by a pot luck picnic.
The church will provide coffee and lemonade. Ridaring a main dish and a side
dish to pass along with your table service (platésnsils, cups and napkins). Also,
5\2‘0%-‘5\?%@ bring your lawn chairs if you desire. There wiB@be an abbreviated service at the
church at 9:00 AM.



HELP NEEDED! |
Do you have a passion for working with kids andphrej them learn, grow and have fun? The !
Discipleship/Education council is looking to redran enthusiastic, dynamic and creative Kid's Club
Leader. This individual would coordinate the teashenusic, and games for the program, and also|
work with children between the ages of 3 yrs oltigh 5th grade. Kids Club is held on Wednesday
evenings and is scheduled to begin again thislfahiis sounds like something you might be intezes
in, or if you have any questions regarding thisitpws please contact Dave Brondyke, Director of
Youth and Education (563-212-1633) or Lynn Jorgangbscipleship/Education Chairperson (815-|
757-0314). Please prayerfully consider helping whik important ministry. |

We are in need of Sunday school teachers. Alsorevéaking for summer substitute Sunday school
teachers to fill in. Ebenezer Reformed Church hashaetradition of continuing with the Sunday scha)o
program during the summer and we need your helind®y school begins at 9 am and concludes h)y
9:50 am. We are using Faith Weavers Sunday schwotalum through ages 1st grade to Sr. High.;
Please contact Leann McNeal (815-354-3223) and Bawvedyke (563-212-1633)if you are interested
in volunteering. |

Join Us On Facebook

Ebenezer Reformed Church now has a Facebook Geggwith up-to-date videos, photos and
announcements. Visit us on Facebook and join thepy+ Ebenezer Reformed Church — Oregon, IL.
If you have any questions please contact Lynn Jei@e at 815-757-0314 or at
lynnjorgenson@yahoo.com.

Roots Youth

*'“Q{“f”:; :’-1?3,7:0 .. . t - H
. %;g;g e Roots Youth Ministry (entering'sgrade — 12 grade) will be meeting most
Ejz':;( gy :ﬁ; Wednesday nights during the summer from 6:00-8:3@PH fferent homes for
B Y Grill N’ Chill events. Grill N’ Chill is an outredt event nights where students
S “_ ———— from Roots invite their friends to come and enjogd, games, and a message.
f%%\m‘ Please check the calendar and bulletin for locatard dates.
A \,\ ¥

Roots advance notice:
Let your roots grow somineo chisrand —— JUlY 11-July 13 Equip Retreat (location TBA) thertie is Evangelism

let your lives be huilt on Christ. Then your

fith will grow strong n the eruthyouwere — Jyly 17 Senior High Trip to Six Flags (approximetsst $23)

taught, and you will overflow with

fonkfulness. July 18-July 20 Junior High Wisconsin Dells Trigpaoximate cost $40)

Colossians 2:7

For more information please contact Dave Bronchike63-212-1633.

Library News

Linn Gann, the mission fest speaker from Sunday RBta; was kind enough to leave us a copy of her
great aunt Mary Geegh's journal. Mary Geegh stahtedseegh Nursery School in Madanapalle,
India. She served as a missionary in India for &y. Her journal entitled "God Guides" can be tbun
in the library for anyone who is interested in dtieg it out.

s SO b i G et

The Stewardship/Property Council is looking for fié@s or individuals to sign up on a weekly basisiiow the
church lawnThere is a sign-up sheet for mowing on the bulletiard by the family life center. Please sign up
now to make sure you get the dates you want. f&é&.free to take more than one week!)




Thank You

We want to thank all the women who came to the sretfaughter-friend salad supper and for
bringing their delicious salads. A big thank you those who served on the committee and gave of
their time and talents. Also, a thank you to thennvho served, washed dishes and cleaned up
afterwards. After a donation was given to our &pe#he rest of the free will offering was donated
Serenity House.

Sincerely,

Mary Goerks and Dee Haak

Iris Folding

Janice Ruthe is willing to teach a class on Iriklifg if enough interest is shown. Iris foldingagun

and easy paper folding technique that can be wsethke greeting cards, scrapbook pages, or designs
can be framed and hung on a wall. Samples cardreat www.circleofcrafters.com/irisfolding. If

you are interested please see Janice or call het8di5-732-7402.

Please save your ink cartridges from your printerdlark Lohman and put them in his mailbox. Heaiges
credit for these and can save on office supplieghi® church.

Please don't forget to recycle cans for the Missiolieam! We are also collecting hotel sized shampoos and
soaps for the Rockford Rescue Mission. Any quastiontact Ron or Connie Bader.

We are still collecting tabs from aluminum cans including those from soda cans, vegetable cemg) cans
and pet food canfer the Ronald McDonald House. Please enlist the help of friends, family andiaokers
and encourage them to "pop" the tabs off of alumiwans and save them for this cause. There iDad
McDonald House” on the table in the Narthex for yotake home to place your clean tabs in...or yoy ma
take one of the blank pages and color it in andepiaon your own container. Please continue itogbyour
tabs in!! Thank you!

“Getting to know you...”

I‘m going to be setting aside time to get bettayuainted with you as individuals and as couples.
Specifically, | want to know about you, about Elmsre and especially about how your life and this
church’s life intersect. You are invited — whetlgeu’re a member, a regular attendee, or just an
occasional visitor, each of you are part of whak@saEbenezer unique. | am scheduling the time 45
minutes per meeting. Please look for a sign-uptsinethe fellowship area. Feel free to talk toifme
you have questions or special needs. Pastor Brion.

Coffee Signup

Our coffee signup board, outside the kitchen, ktif many openings and we need your help, espeiciallean
up. Also, it's come to our attention that the eeffund is not as flush as usual. This could ntieanwe will
have to eliminate the donuts. If you enjoy a dawitih fellowship, please be sure to donate to eoftdlowship
by placing money in the basket on the table oriqit in the collection labeled “coffee fellowsHhipAs
always, if you would like to bake or want to sefeesomething special, please be sure to note thetboard
and tell Barb Dowd in advance for your help in thisa. Thank you.

*

The proposed budget for the Work of our Lord atriglzer Reformed Church for the year 2009 was $291,21
The proposed budget for the Work of our Lord atiglzer Reformed Church for the year 2010 is $214,036
To meet this budget, the weekly offerings needverage $4,116 R
We are currently at an average of $3,543 per Su(tiegugh 05/23/10) T -
Actual givings toward budget are $74,404 -or- 38%udget B UDE ET =\
Offerings should be equal to $86,436 -or- 40%uwafget 2EEW

We are short -$12,032




Sunday after church my daughter Hannah and | lottteedar
and headed off to Danville, Kentucky, to take Hdnback to

A WORD college. Funny — a week ago she just got out dégelfor the
summer, and now she’s headed back; this time sonamer

FROM THE job on campus. Anyway, it's an 8 or 9 hour drivddanville,

which is nice enough on the way down when thererseone
to talk to. But it's a long and boring drive bagkjen you're
-

driving by yourself.

So | decided to download an audio book and lisbeihdn the way home. Searching for the right
book was easy enough. | chddee Life of Pia novel by Yann Martel. It's one of the couple
dozen books that are lined up on the “books | waméad” shelf at the office. The novel's about
an Indian boy nicknamed Pi who literally grows g in a zoo (his father is a zookeeper)
until the family decides to leave India and mov€tmada. Martel is a wonderful storyteller, and
in the tradition of many fine novels, he interwesaegreat plot with many fascinating stories
about zoos and the animals they hold.

Pi strenuously argues with the reader that aniar@sactually quite content in a well-maintained
zoo. Most zoo animals, he asserts, would be no mtgeested in leaving their pens and heading
off into the wild than would you or | be willing teave our homes and try to live in a jungle. If
you think about it, he says, it makes sense. Irztlzg food and water is plentiful, while

predators and diseases are scarce. In the wilpigfshe opposite — predators and diseases are
plentiful; it's food and water that's scarce.

Pi says that when an animal does try to escapedraoo, it's not because of some call of the
jungle, but rather because conditions inside hao®ime so uncomfortable. “Animals don’t
escape¢o somewherebutfrom something he says. “Animals that escape go from the knéovn
the unknown —and if there is one thing an anim&$above all else, it is the unknown.”

As | read this (well, heard it read) while driviatpng the freeway, my mind went to the six
small chicks that we're raising at home. They jushed four weeks old this week and we
moved them from the brooder box in the garage mthé chicken coop and enclosed pen that
Rachel and | built. Six chicks, who’s universe @asox measuring three feet by two feet,
suddenly found themselves in a coop that was ssbbfeet, and at least as tall. They quickly
adjusted to the coop — equipped with clean warteritvater, roosts, and all the poultry feed
they could want. When we opened the coop’s hatclitatyled to the enclosed pen, they had no
interest in venturing out. Safe within the confimés well kept coop, why risk moving through
that small doorway out into the great unknown? AagdLiz and Rachel and | had to literally
pick them up and push them out through the hatchamalyinto the pen.



When evening fell, of course, the chicks had neregt in leaving the grassy, secured, pen
(which also had plentiful food and water) and mgvirp the ramp and back into the coop —
which by now they'd forgotten all about. “Why woulk want to leave this nice grass and go
through that hole in the wall, into a place thatm&nown?” (They didn’t actually say this —
chickens can't talk, you know — but | could teléthwere thinking it.) So once again Liz and |
had to gather them together and push them up the aad into their coop.

Is Piright, | thought, as | drove along the freg®és it true that animals seldom escape
somewhergbut rathefrom something Is it true that the one thing animals fear akall/else is
the unknown? And if it’s true for zoo animals araligig chicks, is it also true for us?

| thought about my own call into ministry —a progésat played out over several years. | had
found the practice of law to be more and more tisying, yet the prospect of leaving a secure
job and good income wasn't all that pleasant, eithe

In that in-between time, a wise friend observed tiaéls from God usually begin with a sense of
disorientation, followed later by a sense of remia¢ion. He’s right, | think. And he wasn'’t just
talking about calls into ordained ministry.

Perhaps God knows that, like animals in a zoo @kshn a coop, we are not willing to go
somewhere new until we feel a need to leave somgtiid. As much as we might believe, and
even profess, that God desires only good for @s,déthe unknown — and the anchor of the
known — keeps us glued in one place. Perhaps #nermes in life when God has to help shoo
us out of the comfort of our coop and into unkngalarces.

Maybe you find yourself in a place of disorientatiogght now. Ask yourself — and ask God — if it
might be time to move from something, even if yoe @ot yet sure where that destination leads
you to.

I think it was nine hours on the road well spent.

God of wisdom and love, help me and all others at®ostruggling with difficult circumstances
find direction and strength to face our challeng&se us the assurance that underneath us are
your everlasting arms, which will sustain us thioegerything we face day and night. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
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13th

20"

27"

6th

GREETERS: Ken & Marg Anspach
Ron & Connie Bader
USHERS: Dan & Val Herriot
Ellen Hitchcock

GREETERS: Lance & Marge Barnes
Carl & Marilyn Berg
USHERS: Marjorie Holtapp
Craig & Karen Hummel

GREETERS: Tony & Kathy Berg & Family
Michael & Kelly Berns & Family

USHERS: Andrea & Connor Hurd
Ellen Mason

GREETERS: Dave & Bev Bjorklund & Family

Deb & Dale Boomgarden

USHERS: Shirley Jacobs, Lynn Jorgenson

Lawrence Jacobs

Marilyn Berg & Anna Ring/Genevieve S.

13™ Barb Dowd & Trent Snodgrass/Brittany B.
20" Mary Goerks & Leann McNeal

27" Aletha Nordman & Marge Barnes/Kaley Mumma



June Birthdays

4 John Lindvall
Aubrey Fearer

5 Mary Goerks
Leona Henning
James Grygiel Il

9 Lorna Snapp

11 Valdene Snodgrass
Kay Gittleson

13 George Reineke

15 Adrianne Stewart

18 David Flanagan
Heather Harrolle
Todd Ruthe

19 Leanne McNeal
Lawrence Jacobs
Janice Ruthe

20 Anna Ring

22 Delores Haak

23 Zane Ankney
Jamie Stewart

24 Rena Reeverts

25 Judy Welty

30 Angelina Gittleson

June Noorlag

and Anniversaries!!!!

2 Mr. & Mrs.

Mr. & Mrs.
8 Mr. & Mrs.
9 Mr. & Mrs.

Ronald Henning (1956)
Lloyd Ruthe

Doug Meyers

Richard Oltmanns

15 Mr. & Mrs. John Ehmen (1949)
18 Mr. & Mrs. Roger Nordman
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Lehne (1988)
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Flanagan (2005)
19 Mr. & Mrs. Carl Berg (1971)
21 Mr. & Mrs. Duane Snodgrass
25 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Welty (1966)

We are attempting to update the birthday and
anniversary list. If your birthday or
anniversary is incorrect or missing, please
send an email to
newsletter@ebenzerreformed.com or put a
note in the newsletter box in the Narthex.
Thank you!!!!

Let us praise those fathers who have striven
to balance the demands of work, marriage,
and children with an honest awareness of
both joy and sacrifice. Let us praise those
fathers who, lacking a good model for a
father, have worked to become a good father.

Let us praise those fathers who by their own
account were not always there for their
children, but who continue to offer those
children, now grown, their love and support.
Let us pray for those fathers who have been
wounded by the neglect and hostility of their
children.

Let us praise those fathers who, despite
divorce, have remained in their children's
lives. Let us praise those fathers whose
children are adopted, and whose love and
support has offered healing.

Let us praise those fathers who, as
stepfathers, freely choose the obligation of
fatherhood and earned their step children's
love and respect. Let us praise those fathers
who have lost a child to death, and continue
to hold the child in their heart.

Let us praise those men who have no
children, but cherish the next generation as if
they were their own.

Let us praise those men who have "fathered"
us in their role as mentors and guides.

Let us praise those men who are about to
become fathers; may they openly delight in
their children.

And let us praise those fathers who have
died, but live on in our memory and whose
love continues to nurture us.

Kirk Loadman



