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SUNDAY JUNE 20 
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newsletter@ebenezerreformed.com or put in the box 
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Shirley Dobson tells of a game her grandparents played called SHMILY. They took turns writing that 
word in unusual places for the other person to find. For example, when steam would gather on a bathroom 
mirror, one or the other would write “SHMILY” on it with a bare finger.  
 
Apparently, the word could show up anywhere — even on sugar, flour or salt spilled on a kitchen counter. 
The game lasted a lifetime.  
 
When Shirley’s grandmother died, a bouquet ribbon had the letters SHMILY on it. What did they stand 
for? They were the first letters of the words: See How Much I Love You.  
  



 

 

2010 

 

Please note the new email addresses for church staff on the address page.  Also, Barb Dowd is the new 
church secretary.  Please make sure to have bulletin items submitted to her by 5:00 PM on Friday.  
Thank you Barb for all your hard work! 

Also, I cannot stress enough that the newsletter deadline on the calendar is firm.  I need time to get 
everything completed so the newsletter can be available on or before the first of the month.  The 
newsletter can be a great outreach tool so that the congregation, visitors and people checking out the 
website can know what is going on at the church.  If items are submitted too late they may not be 
included.  Thank you.  

Deacon Fund               
June 6 there will be a special collection for the Deacon Fund.  This fund is managed by the Board of 
Deacons, who will interface with the Board of Elders and Pastor Brion when necessary. This fund is 
designed to provide financial assistance during emergency situations to those who are regular 
worshippers at Ebenezer Reformed Church.  The Deacon Fund does NOT rely on the church budget 
for funding, but rather it relies on love offerings which will take place on communion Sundays.  As the 
body of Christ, we want to exemplify Jesus by lovingly and compassionately sharing our resources 
with others in their time of need.  If you should happen to have an emergency need you can contact 
any of the deacons or call the church office (815-732-6313). For any questions you might have please 
contact a Deacon. 

Food Pantry Collection                                                                                                                          
The first Sunday of every month is still food pantry collection day.  This month’s 
collection will go to Lifeline in Oregon.  Warmer weather means families can get 
outside and enjoy a nice barbeque or picnic together.  Some suggested items are 
buns, catsup, pickle relish, mustard, salsa, salad dressing, drink mixes, canned tuna 
and chicken for making sandwiches and salads and canned fruit juices.  Paper 
products and toiletries are always appreciated too, especially since these items 
cannot be purchased with food stamps.  Please place your donations in the grocery 
carts in the narthex.       

Ladies Aid                                                                                                                                              
The Ladies Aid Missionary Society usually meets the first Wednesday of each month at 1:30 P.M. at 
the church.  There is a Bible Study, devotions, refreshments and each member brings a scripture verse 
for “roll call” relating to a certain topic.  Ladies Aid takes an offering to support various ministries 
throughout the community, denomination and the world.  They also serve luncheons when requested 
by family members at the time of funerals in the church.  Do you have a couple hours to give one 
afternoon a month?  Age doesn’t matter; this ministry is open to all women of the church.    This 
month’s meeting is June 9 (note the change to the second Wednesday).  June Noorlag will lead the 
devotions. Grace Henley is the hostess.  The guest speaker is Bonnie Mueller and roll call will be a 
Scripture verse on “Hospitality” 



Vacation Bible School               
All 007 agents!!! listen up!!  We start our mission for God this month! Please report to Ebenezer 
Reformed Church on June 14TH- June 18TH 9:00 am to 11:00am. There is a pre-registration form in 
the narthex. Ages are 3 years old up thru the end of 5TH grade.  Bring yourself and your friends- agent 
I.D. tags, binoculars, and etc. will be provided. Any questions call Kelly O'Hare at 1-815-985-6919.                                                                          

Naomi Ruth                                                                                                                                           
Naomi Ruth is a women’s Bible study that meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month (except December 
& January) at 7:00 P.M.  Each member takes turns leading the Bible Study.  This group is open to all 
women of the church.  Are you looking for a Ladies Bible Study?  Come join Naomi Ruth on June 
15th.   Becky Griswold will lead the Bible Study. 

Jolly Seniors                                                                                                                                         
Jolly Seniors is a time for anyone over the age of fifty to get together for Christian fellowship and fun. 
They meet the 3rd Thursday of every month at noon for a potluck meal. There are no officers or dues. 
Each month a designated host and/or hostess plan and serve the event. There is scripture reading and 
prayer. Outings to local restaurants or other activities are scheduled.   If you are fifty or over you are 
invited to the meeting on June 17th at noon; please bring a dish to pass.  Don & Gail Dirksen are the 
host and hostess this month. 

Fellowship Hall Meeting 
Steering Committee will host a Fellowship Hall Meeting during the Sunday School Hour (9:00 A.M.) 
on Sunday, June 20. Each of the four council chairpersons will present a brief update on their 
council. Everyone is welcome to attend. This will be an open forum meeting allowing those in 
attendance time to ask questions. The four councils are: Worship/Music - Dave Bjorklund, 
Chairperson; Property/Stewardship - Bill Welty, Chairperson; Discipleship/Education - Lynn 
Jorgenson; Mission/Outreach - John Smith, Chairperson. 
 
Work Camp                                                                                                                                                 
The work camp mission team will be going to Pumphouse Ministries in Ashland, Ohio this year from 
June 20 through June 26.  The Pumphouse serves their community and others through many ministries 
including a thrift shop, shelter, food pantry, “Pumphouse Grille” restaurant and the “Carpenter’s Shop” 
book and gift store, which also has more than 4,000 used books on-line hosted with Amazon and 
Barnes and Noble.  Check out the ministry and what they have to offer at 
www.pumphouseministries.com and www.amazon.com/shops/pumphousebooks.   

Praise in the Park                                                                                                                                   
On Wednesday evenings from June 23 through July 28 the sound of local Christian entertainment will 
fill Oregon Park West starting at 7:00 pm.  June 23 the Ebenezer Praise Band joined by The Crossing 
Praise Team will kick off the concert series, the following week (June 30) the Roots Youth Worship 
Team & Lost Lake Community Patriotic Choir will perform.  So, grab your lawn chairs and come to 
the park for some fun nights of worship and praise. 

 

Sunday, June 27th is our annual church picnic at King’s Camp, 9300 Lindenwood 
Road in Chana.  There will be a service at 10:30 AM followed by a pot luck picnic.  
The church will provide coffee and lemonade.  Please bring a main dish and a side 
dish to pass along with your table service (plates, utensils, cups and napkins).  Also, 
bring your lawn chairs if you desire.  There will also be an abbreviated service at the         
church at 9:00 AM. 

 



HELP NEEDED!                                                                                                                                        
Do you have a passion for working with kids and helping them learn, grow and have fun? The 
Discipleship/Education council is looking to recruit an enthusiastic, dynamic and creative Kid's Club 
Leader. This individual would coordinate the teachers, music, and games for the program, and also 
work with children between the ages of 3 yrs old through 5th grade. Kids Club is held on Wednesday 
evenings and is scheduled to begin again this fall. If this sounds like something you might be interested 
in, or if you have any questions regarding this position please contact Dave Brondyke, Director of 
Youth and Education (563-212-1633) or Lynn Jorgenson, Discipleship/Education Chairperson (815-
757-0314). Please prayerfully consider helping with this important ministry. 

We are in need of Sunday school teachers. Also we are looking for summer substitute Sunday school 
teachers to fill in. Ebenezer Reformed Church has a rich tradition of continuing with the Sunday school 
program during the summer and we need your help.  Sunday school begins at 9 am and concludes by 
9:50 am. We are using Faith Weavers Sunday school curriculum through ages 1st grade to Sr. High. 
Please contact Leann McNeal (815-354-3223) and Dave Brondyke (563-212-1633)if you are interested 
in volunteering. 

Join Us On Facebook                                                                                                                                    
Ebenezer Reformed Church now has a Facebook Group page with up-to-date videos, photos and 
announcements. Visit us on Facebook and join the group – Ebenezer Reformed Church – Oregon, IL.  
If you have any questions please contact Lynn Jorgenson at 815-757-0314 or at 
lynnjorgenson@yahoo.com. 

 

Roots Youth                                                                                                 
Roots Youth Ministry (entering 6th grade – 12th grade) will be meeting most 
Wednesday nights during the summer from 6:00-8:30PM at different homes for 
Grill N’ Chill events. Grill N’ Chill is an outreach event nights where students 
from Roots invite their friends to come and enjoy food, games, and a message.   
Please check the calendar and bulletin for locations and dates.              
Roots advance notice:                       
July 11-July 13 Equip Retreat (location TBA) the theme is Evangelism   
July 17  Senior High Trip to Six Flags (approximate cost $23)       
July 18-July 20 Junior High Wisconsin Dells Trip (approximate cost $40)                           

  For more information please contact Dave Brondyke at 563-212-1633.
 

Library News                                                                                                                                       
Linn Gann, the mission fest speaker from Sunday May 2nd, was kind enough to leave us a copy of her 
great aunt Mary Geegh's journal. Mary Geegh started the Geegh Nursery School in Madanapalle, 
India. She served as a missionary in India for 38 years. Her journal entitled "God Guides" can be found 
in the library for anyone who is interested in checking it out. 

�

The Stewardship/Property Council is looking for families or individuals to sign up on a weekly basis to mow the 
church lawn. There is a sign-up sheet for mowing on the bulletin board by the family life center.  Please sign up 
now to make sure you get the dates you want.  (P.S. Feel free to take more than one week!) 



Thank You                                                                                                                     
We want to thank all the women who came to the mother-daughter-friend salad supper and for 
bringing their delicious salads.  A big thank you for those who served on the committee and gave of 
their time and talents.  Also, a thank you to the men who served, washed dishes and cleaned up 
afterwards.  After a donation was given to our speaker the rest of the free will offering was donated to 
Serenity House.                        
Sincerely,                         
Mary Goerks and Dee Haak                      

Iris Folding                                            
Janice Ruthe is willing to teach a class on Iris Folding if enough interest is shown.  Iris folding is a fun 
and easy paper folding technique that can be used to make greeting cards, scrapbook pages, or designs 
can be framed and hung on a wall.  Samples can be seen at www.circleofcrafters.com/irisfolding.  If 
you are interested please see Janice or call her at     815-732-7402.  

Please save your ink cartridges from your printers for Mark Lohman and put them in his mailbox.  He receives 
credit for these and can save on office supplies for the church. 

Please don’t forget to recycle cans for the Mission Team!  We are also collecting hotel sized shampoos and 
soaps for the Rockford Rescue Mission.  Any questions contact Ron or Connie Bader. 

We are still collecting tabs from aluminum cans - including those from soda cans, vegetable cans, soup cans 
and pet food cans for the Ronald McDonald House.  Please enlist the help of friends, family and co-workers 
and encourage them to "pop" the tabs off of aluminum cans and save them for this cause.  There is a “Ronald 
McDonald House” on the table in the Narthex for you to take home to place your clean tabs in…or you may 
take one of the blank pages and color it in and place it on your own container.  Please continue to bring your 
tabs in!!  Thank you! 

 “Getting to know you…”                                                                                                                                               
I‘m going to be setting aside time to get better acquainted with you as individuals and as couples.  
Specifically, I want to know about you, about Ebenezer, and especially about how your life and this 
church’s life intersect.  You are invited – whether you’re a member, a regular attendee, or just an 
occasional visitor, each of you are part of what makes Ebenezer unique.  I am scheduling the time 45 
minutes per meeting.  Please look for a sign-up sheet in the fellowship area.  Feel free to talk to me if 
you have questions or special needs.  Pastor Brion. 

Coffee Signup                 
Our coffee signup board, outside the kitchen, still has many openings and we need your help, especially in clean 
up.  Also, it’s come to our attention that the coffee fund is not as flush as usual.  This could mean that we will 
have to eliminate the donuts.  If you enjoy a donut with fellowship, please be sure to donate to coffee fellowship 
by placing money in the basket on the table or putting it in the collection labeled “coffee fellowship”.  As 
always, if you would like to bake or want to serve for something special, please be sure to note it on the board 
and tell Barb Dowd in advance for your help in this area.  Thank you.     
       * 

The proposed budget for the Work of our Lord at Ebenezer Reformed Church for the year 2009 was $221,210                                                
The proposed budget for the Work of our Lord at Ebenezer Reformed Church for the year 2010 is $214,036                                                                                                   
To meet this budget, the weekly offerings need to average $4,116        
We are currently at an average of $3,543 per Sunday (through 05/23/10)  
Actual givings toward budget are $74,404 -or-  35% of budget            
Offerings should be equal to $86,436  -or-  40% of budget         
We are short -$12,032 



 

Sunday after church my daughter Hannah and I loaded the car 
and headed off to Danville, Kentucky, to take Hannah back to 
college. Funny – a week ago she just got out of college for the 
summer, and now she’s headed back; this time for a summer 
job on campus. Anyway, it’s an 8 or 9 hour drive to Danville, 
which is nice enough on the way down when there’s someone 
to talk to. But it’s a long and boring drive back, when you’re 
driving by yourself. 

So I decided to download an audio book and listen to it on the way home. Searching for the right 
book was easy enough. I chose The Life of Pi, a novel by Yann Martel.  It’s one of the couple 
dozen books that are lined up on the “books I want to read” shelf at the office.  The novel’s about 
an Indian boy nicknamed Pi who literally grows up living in a zoo (his father is a zookeeper) 
until the family decides to leave India and move to Canada. Martel is a wonderful storyteller, and 
in the tradition of many fine novels, he interweaves a great plot with many fascinating stories 
about zoos and the animals they hold.   

Pi strenuously argues with the reader that animals are actually quite content in a well-maintained 
zoo. Most zoo animals, he asserts, would be no more interested in leaving their pens and heading 
off into the wild than would you or I be willing to leave our homes and try to live in a jungle. If 
you think about it, he says, it makes sense. In the zoo, food and water is plentiful, while 
predators and diseases are scarce. In the wild it’s just the opposite – predators and diseases are 
plentiful; it’s food and water that’s scarce.  

Pi says that when an animal does try to escape from a zoo, it’s not because of some call of the 
jungle, but rather because conditions inside have become so uncomfortable. “Animals don’t 
escape to somewhere, but from something,” he says. “Animals that escape go from the known to 
the unknown –and if there is one thing an animal hates above all else, it is the unknown.” 

As I read this (well, heard it read) while driving along the freeway, my mind went to the six 
small chicks that we’re raising at home. They just turned four weeks old this week and we 
moved them from the brooder box in the garage out to the chicken coop and enclosed pen that 
Rachel and I built. Six chicks, who’s universe was a box measuring three feet by two feet, 
suddenly found themselves in a coop that was six by six feet, and at least as tall. They quickly 
adjusted to the coop – equipped with clean warm litter, water, roosts, and all the poultry feed 
they could want. When we opened the coop’s hatchway that led to the enclosed pen, they had no 
interest in venturing out. Safe within the confines of a well kept coop, why risk moving through 
that small doorway out into the great unknown? And so, Liz and Rachel and I had to literally 
pick them up and push them out through the hatchway and into the pen. 



When evening fell, of course, the chicks had no interest in leaving the grassy, secured, pen 
(which also had plentiful food and water) and moving up the ramp and back into the coop – 
which by now they’d forgotten all about. “Why would we want to leave this nice grass and go 
through that hole in the wall, into a place that is unknown?” (They didn’t actually say this – 
chickens can’t talk, you know – but I could tell they were thinking it.) So once again Liz and I 
had to gather them together and push them up the ramp and into their coop.  

Is Pi right, I thought, as I drove along the freeway? Is it true that animals seldom escape to 
somewhere, but rather from something? Is it true that the one thing animals fear above all else is 
the unknown? And if it’s true for zoo animals and young chicks, is it also true for us?  

I thought about my own call into ministry –a process that played out over several years. I had 
found the practice of law to be more and more dissatisfying, yet the prospect of leaving a secure 
job and good income wasn’t all that pleasant, either.  

In that in-between time, a wise friend observed that calls from God usually begin with a sense of 
disorientation, followed later by a sense of reorientation. He’s right, I think. And he wasn’t just 
talking about calls into ordained ministry. 

Perhaps God knows that, like animals in a zoo or chicks in a coop, we are not willing to go 
somewhere new until we feel a need to leave something old. As much as we might believe, and 
even profess, that God desires only good for us, fear of the unknown – and the anchor of the 
known – keeps us glued in one place. Perhaps there are times in life when God has to help shoo 
us out of the comfort of our coop and into unknown places.   

Maybe you find yourself in a place of disorientation right now. Ask yourself – and ask God – if it 
might be time to move from something, even if you are not yet sure where that destination leads 
you to.  

I think it was nine hours on the road well spent.    
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God of wisdom and love, help me and all others who are struggling with difficult circumstances 
find direction and strength to face our challenges. Give us the assurance that underneath us are 
your everlasting arms, which will sustain us through everything we face day and night. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.�
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1 2 
 
 
 
6:30 PM   Beth 
Moore Bible Study 
 

3 4 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and Prayer 
 

5 

6 Food Pantry 
Collection 
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM Worship 
Deacon Fund 
Offering 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Consistory 
Councils 

9 
 
1:30 PM Ladies Aid 
 
6:00 PM Roots Youth 
Grill N’ Chill @ 
Reecher’s 
 
 
6:30 PM   Beth 
Moore Bible Study 
 

10 11 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and Prayer 

12 
 

13 
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
9:00 AM Fellowship 
Hall Meeting (No 
SH/Adult Sunday 
School)  
10:00 AM Worship 
Parent Meeting 
 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Naomi 
Ruth 

16 
 
6:00 PM Roots Youth 
Grill N’ Chill @ 
Bjorklund’s 
6:30 PM   Beth 
Moore Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
12:00 PM 
Jolly Seniors 

18 
 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and Prayer 

19 
 

20 

 
Newsletter Items 
Due 
 
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM Worship 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
                                                     

 

22 
 
6:30 PM 
Elders/Deacons 
7:00 PM 
Consistory 

23 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Praise in the 
Park (Oregon Park 
West) 

24 25 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and Prayer 

26 
 

27 
9:00 AM Service @ 
Church 
10:30 AM Picnic at 
King’s Camp 

 

28 29 30 
 
7:00 PM  Praise in 
the Park (Oregon 
Park West) 

          
       

                                                                     

 
            

VBS June 14-18 @  9:00-11:00  AM 

Work Camp Mission Trip to Pumphouse Ministries June 20-26 
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6th 
 
  
 
 
13th  
 
 
 
 
20th  
 
 
 
 
27th   
 
 
 

GREETERS: 
 

USHERS: 
 
 

GREETERS: 
 

USHERS: 
 
 
GREETERS: 

 
USHERS: 

 
 

GREETERS: 
 

USHERS: 
 
 
 

Ken & Marg Anspach 
Ron & Connie Bader 
Dan & Val Herriot 
Ellen Hitchcock 
 
Lance & Marge Barnes 
Carl & Marilyn Berg 
Marjorie Holtapp 
Craig & Karen Hummel 
 
Tony & Kathy Berg & Family 
Michael & Kelly Berns & Family 
Andrea & Connor Hurd 
Ellen Mason 
 
Dave & Bev Bjorklund & Family 
Deb & Dale Boomgarden 
Shirley Jacobs, Lynn Jorgenson 
Lawrence Jacobs 

 
 
 

    
Nursery  
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6th    Marilyn Berg & Anna Ring/Genevieve S. 
13th  Barb Dowd & Trent Snodgrass/Brittany B. 
20th  Mary Goerks & Leann McNeal 
27th Aletha Nordman & Marge Barnes/Kaley Mumma 
 
 
 
 



June Birthdays 
  
4 John Lindvall 
 Aubrey Fearer 
5 Mary Goerks 
 Leona Henning 
 James Grygiel III 
9 Lorna Snapp 
11 Valdene Snodgrass 
 Kay Gittleson 
13 George Reineke 
15 Adrianne Stewart 
18 David Flanagan 
 Heather Harrolle 
 Todd Ruthe 
19 Leanne McNeal 
 Lawrence Jacobs 
 Janice Ruthe 
20 Anna Ring 
22 Delores Haak 
23  Zane Ankney 
 Jamie Stewart 
24       Rena Reeverts 
25 Judy Welty 
30 Angelina Gittleson 
 June Noorlag 
 
and Anniversaries!!!! 

 
2 Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Henning (1956) 
 Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Ruthe 
8 Mr. & Mrs. Doug Meyers 
9 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Oltmanns 
15 Mr. & Mrs. John Ehmen (1949) 
18 Mr. & Mrs. Roger Nordman 
 Mr. & Mrs. Dave Lehne (1988) 
 Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Flanagan (2005) 
19 Mr. & Mrs. Carl Berg (1971) 
21 Mr. & Mrs. Duane Snodgrass 
25       Mr. & Mrs. Bill Welty (1966) 

 
We are attempting to update the birthday and 
anniversary list.  If your birthday or 
anniversary is incorrect or missing, please 
send an email to 
newsletter@ebenzerreformed.com or put a 
note in the newsletter box in the Narthex.  
Thank you!!!! 

Let us praise those fathers who have striven 
to balance the demands of work, marriage, 
and children with an honest awareness of 
both joy and sacrifice. Let us praise those 
fathers who, lacking a good model for a 
father, have worked to become a good father.  
 
Let us praise those fathers who by their own 
account were not always there for their 
children, but who continue to offer those 
children, now grown, their love and support. 
Let us pray for those fathers who have been 
wounded by the neglect and hostility of their 
children.  
 
Let us praise those fathers who, despite 
divorce, have remained in their children's 
lives. Let us praise those fathers whose 
children are adopted, and whose love and 
support has offered healing.  
 
Let us praise those fathers who, as 
stepfathers, freely choose the obligation of 
fatherhood and earned their step children's 
love and respect. Let us praise those fathers 
who have lost a child to death, and continue 
to hold the child in their heart.  
 
Let us praise those men who have no 
children, but cherish the next generation as if 
they were their own.  
 
Let us praise those men who have "fathered" 
us in their role as mentors and guides.  
 
Let us praise those men who are about to 
become fathers; may they openly delight in 
their children.  
 
And let us praise those fathers who have 
died, but live on in our memory and whose 
love continues to nurture us.  
Kirk Loadman  


