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Newsletter articles are due  
SUNDAY May 23 
Items can be emailed to newsletter@ebenezerreformed.com or put in the box in the Narthex.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ebenezer Reformed Church 
2997 N. German Church Road 
Oregon, IL 61061 
Office: (815) 732-6313 
Pastor:  Brion Brooks 
Parsonage: (815) 732-2682 
Email: pastor@ebenezerreformed.com 
Secretary: Barb Dowd 
Email: secretary@ebenezerreformed.com 
Director of Ministries for 
Youth & Christian Education 
Dave Brondyke 
Phone: (563) 212-1633 
Email:youthdirector@ebenezerreformed.com 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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2010 

Please note the new email addresses for church staff on the address page.  Also, Barb Dowd is 
the new church secretary.  Please make sure to have bulletin items submitted to her by 5:00 
PM on Friday.  Thank you Barb for all your hard work! 

Kantorei Spring Concert                                                                                                                    
Kantorei, The Singing Boys of Rockford, IL will perform a Spring Concert at 3 P.M. on Sunday, 
May 2 at Ebenezer.  

 

Work Camp will have their annual pork chop and brat sandwich 
sale on Friday, May 7th from 10:00 AM-6:00PM and Saturday, 
May 8th from 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM in the SuperValu parking lot in 
Oregon.  Prices are as follows: 

$3.50 Brat sandwich, chips and drink   

$3.00 Brat sandwich only 

$4.50 Pork chop sandwich, chips and drink  

$4.00 Pork chop sandwich only 

So, take time to come to Oregon and treat yourself and your family to a great sandwich for a 
great cause!  Also, workers are needed for both days.  Please sign up if you are able to help.  
There is a sheet in the Narthex.   

Ladies Aid                                                                                                                                              
The Ladies Aid Missionary Society meets the first Wednesday of each month at 1:30 P.M. at the 
church.  There is a Bible Study, devotions, refreshments and each member brings a scripture 
verse for “roll call” relating to a certain topic.  Ladies Aid takes an offering to support various 
ministries throughout the community, denomination and the world.  They also serve luncheons 
when requested by family members at the time of funerals in the church.  Do you have a couple 
hours to give one afternoon a month?  Age doesn’t matter; this ministry is open to all women of 
the church.  There will not be a Ladies Aid meeting for the month of May. 

 

 



Rockford Rescue Mission                                                                                                              
We will be providing and serving sack lunches for the Rockford Rescue Mission 
on Sunday, May 9.  We need a minimum of 180 lunches. (Lunches consist of 
sandwich, fruit, dessert/cookies, chips & napkin).  The Youth will be providing 
the music. We are in need of people to prepare and help serve the lunches.  There 
is a sign up sheet is in the narthex.  If you want to carpool meet at the church in 
time to leave by 3:30 PM or if you are going straight to the mission please be 
there by 5:00PM.  From Oct. 1, 2008, through Feb. 28, 2009, the Mission served 
53,919 meals and provided 19,202 beds for overnight lodging. This year those 
numbers have risen to 63,835 meals and 27,919 beds for lodging — a 32-percent 
average increase in services.  Today, more than ever, the Mission needs your help. 
On average, they are serving 450 meals each day and sheltering 184 people every 
night — the highest numbers since opening their doors in 1964.  Think of all the 
homeless families who would not be able to have a mother’s day meal together 
without the Mission. The next time we will serve is on October 31 so please mark 
your calendars now. 

 

Classical Assessment                                                                                                               
Sunday, May 16th there will be a special offering for the Classical Assessment.  The assessment 
for 2010 is $61.33 per confessing member.  This assessment is used largely to cover 
administrative costs for our classis, regional synod and general synod.  Whereas other special 
offerings are “askings”, this is an assessment that is required by classis.   

Naomi Ruth                                                                                                                               
Naomi Ruth is a women’s Bible study that meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month (except 
December & January) at 7:00 P.M.  Each member takes turns leading the Bible Study.  This 
group is open to all women of the church.  Are you looking for a Ladies Bible Study?           
Come join Naomi Ruth on May 18th – Ruth Shelly will lead the Bible Study. 

Jolly Seniors                                                                                                                               
Jolly Seniors is a time for anyone over the age of fifty to get together for Christian fellowship 
and fun. They meet the 3rd Thursday of every month at noon for a potluck meal. There are no 
officers or dues. Each month a designated host and/or hostess plan and serve the event. There is 
scripture reading and prayer. Outings to local restaurants or other activities are scheduled.   If 
you are fifty or over you are invited to the meeting on May 20th at noon; please bring a dish to 
pass.  Lula Reineke is the hostess this month. 

 “Getting to know you…”                                                                                                                                               
I‘m going to be setting aside time to get better acquainted with you as individuals and as couples.  
Specifically, I want to know about you, about Ebenezer, and especially about how your life and 
this church’s life intersect.  You are invited – whether you’re a member, a regular attendee, or 
just an occasional visitor, each of you are part of what makes Ebenezer unique.  I am scheduling 
the time 45 minutes per meeting.  Please look for a sign-up sheet in the fellowship area.  Feel 
free to talk to me if you have questions or special needs.  Pastor Brion. 

 



 

Iris Folding                    
Janice Ruthe is willing to teach a class on Iris Folding if enough interest is shown.  Iris folding is 
a fun and easy paper folding technique that can be used to make greeting cards, scrapbook pages, 
or designs can be framed and hung on a wall.  Samples can be seen at 
www.circleofcrafters.com/irisfolding.  If you are interested please see Janice or call her at     
815-732-7402.  

      

Our coffee signup board, outside the kitchen, still has many 
openings and we need your help, especially in clean up.  Also, it’s 
come to our attention that the coffee fund is not as flush as usual.  
This could mean that we will have to eliminate the donuts.  If you 
enjoy a donut with fellowship, please be sure to donate to coffee 
fellowship by placing money in the basket on the table or putting it 
in the collection labeled “coffee fellowship”.  As always, if you 
would like to bake or want to serve for something special, please 
be sure to note it on the board and tell Barb Dowd in advance for 
your help in this area.  Thank you.  

We are still collecting tabs from aluminum cans - including those from soda cans, vegetable cans, soup 
cans and pet food cans for the Ronald McDonald House.  Please enlist the help of friends, family and 
co-workers and encourage them to "pop" the tabs off of aluminum cans and save them for this cause.  
There is a “Ronald McDonald House” on the table in the Narthex for you to take home to place your 
clean tabs in…or you may take one of the blank pages and color it in and place it on your own container.  
Please continue to bring your tabs in!!  Thank you! 

Please don’t forget to recycle cans for the Mission Team!  We are also collecting hotel sized shampoos 
and soaps for the Rockford Rescue Mission.  Any questions contact Ron or Connie Bader. 

 Roots Youth Group                                                                           
•Roots Youth Groups                                                                                                                       
Senior High School: 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month 6:00-7:00PM 
at Ebenezer                                                 
Junior High School: 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month 6:00-7:00PM 
at Ebenezer 

•Roots Small Groups                                                           
Senior High School: 2nd and 4th Monday of the month 6:00-7:00PM 
at Student Houses                                                                         
Junior High School: 1st and 3rd Monday of the month 6:00-7:00PM 
at Student Houses  

For more information please contact Dave Brondyke at 563-212-
1633. 



Free to a good home!  Annette Martin has a friend who is looking for a new home for their 
piano so they can make room for an organ.  If you are interested call her at 815-757-4828. 

 

VBS                                                                                                                                                    
This is an ADVANCED SPECIAL ALERT!!!!!                                                                                 
I need ALL the '007 agents we can find in this church and beyond. Anyone ages three years old 
thru entering 5th grade are welcome!! We will be going on a special mission for God! Do you 
have the courage to join us? June 14th-18th 2010! Bring yourself and your friends- agent I.D. 
tags, binoculars, and etc. are provided. Mark your calendars!  More info to follow.                   
THANK YOU!                                                                                                                                 
KELLY O'HARE, DIRECTOR OF VBS INTELLIGENCE (DVBSI) 

Join Us On Facebook                                                                                                                                    
Ebenezer Reformed Church now has a Facebook Group page with up-to-date videos, photos and 
announcements. Visit us on Facebook and join the group.  If you have any questions please 
contact Lynn Jorgenson at 815-757-0314 or at lynnjorgenson@yahoo.com. 

Food Pantry Collection                                                                                                                          
The first Sunday of every month is still food pantry collection day.  This month’s collection will 
go to People Helping People in Byron.  Warmer weather means families can get outside and 
enjoy a nice barbeque or picnic together.  Some suggested items are buns, catsup, pickle relish, 
mustard, salsa, Lemonade and Kool aid mixes, Crystal light and canned fruit juices.  Also, 
canned tuna and chicken for making sandwiches and salads.  Paper products and toiletries are 
always appreciated too, especially since these items cannot be purchased with food stamps.  
Please be a good neighbor and help to fill the grocery carts in the narthex.      

 

 

�

The Stewardship/Property Council is looking for families or individuals to sign up on a weekly basis to 
mow the church lawn. There is a sign-up sheet for mowing on the bulletin board by the family life center.  
Please sign up now to make sure you get the dates you want.  (P.S. Feel free to take more than one week!) 

 



*JH is Junior High (6th-8th Grade) SH is Senior High (9th-12th Grade) 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
 
 
2010 

    1 8:30 AM 
Mission Fest 
Breakfast in SV 
 

2 Food Pantry Collection 
Mission Fest Sunday 
9:00 AM Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 
Parent Meeting 
 
3:00 PM Kantorei 
 
6:00-7:00 PM Roots 
Youth Group SH* 

3 
 
 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Small 
Group JH* 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Discipleship 
and Education 
Council 
Meeting 

5 
 
6:30 PM   Beth 
Moore Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM Choir 
Practice 
 

6 7 
 

8 
 

9 Mother’s Day 
9:00 AM Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 
 
3:30 PM leave church for 
Rockford Rescue Mission 
 

10 
 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Small 
Group SH 
 

11 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Steering 
Committee 
 
 

12 
 
6:30 PM   Beth 
Moore Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM Choir 
Practice 
 

13 
 
 
 

14 
 
9:30 AM 
Bible Study 
and Prayer 

15 
7:30 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

16 
9:00 AM Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 
Special offering for 
Classical Assessment 
 
6:00 PM 5 Love 
Languages 
6:00-7:00 PM Roots 
Youth Group SH 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Small 
Group JH 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Naomi 
Ruth 

19 
 
 
6:30 PM   Beth 
Moore Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM Choir 
Practice 
 

20 
 
 
12:00 PM 
Jolly Seniors 

21 
9:30 AM 
Bible Study 
and Prayer 

22 
7:30 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 

23 Pentecost 
 Newsletter Items Due 
9:00 AM Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 
 
6:00 PM 5 Love 
Languages 
6:00-7:00 PM Roots 
Youth Group JH 
 

24 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Small 
Group SH 
 

25 
6:30 PM 
Elders/Deacons 
7:00 PM 
Consistory 

26 
 
6:30 PM   Beth 
Moore Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM Choir 
Practice 
 

27 28 
9:30 AM 
Bible Study 
and Prayer 

29 
7:30 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 

30 
9:00 AM Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 
 
 

31 

 

     

Pork Chop/Brat sale 
Oregon SuperValu 
parking lot  
10:00AM-
6:00PM 

10:00AM-
5:00PM 
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2nd   
 
 
9th  
 
 
 
 
16th  
 
 
 
23rd   
 
 
 
30th  

GREETERS: 
USHERS: 

 
GREETERS: 

 
USHERS: 

 
 

GREETERS: 
 

USHERS: 
 

GREETERS: 
 

USHERS: 
 

GREETERS: 
 

USHERS: 
 
 

Dave Brondyke and the Roots group 
Dave Brondyke and the Roots group 
 
Hugh & Beryl Blumeyer 

Mark & Myrna Lohman 

Eugene Denekas, Dave Wolf & John 
Lindvall 
 
Rick, Kathy & Trent Snodgrass 

Mary Goerks & Leann McNeal 
Ken & Dee Haak & June Noorlag 

  
Harry & Norma Flanagan 

Jane Freeman & Ruth Shelly 

Jerry & Barb Dowd & Janet Tomsic 

  
Duane & Valdene Snodgrass 

Gary & Ginger McDanel 
Steve, Tracie & Heidie Raine 

 
 

 
 
 

    
Nursery  

 
2nd  Annette Martin/Kaitlyn Smith�
9th  Jean Frampton/Khindra Chapple�

16th  Jen Christianson/Sophie Reecher�
23rd  
30th  

Kara Schriner/Brittany Bjorklund 
Connie Rieck/Sarah Smith�
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 2nd   Barb Dowd & Trent Snodgrass/Brittany B. 
 9th    Marilyn Berg & Anna Ring/Genevieve S. 
16th   Mary Goerks & leann McNeal 
23rd   Aletha Nordman & Marge Barnes 

30th   Liz Brooks & Tracie Raine/Khindra C. 
 



Have you ever heard of a Love Language?  What is your Love Language?  If you don’t know, 
then come to Ebenezer on May 16 and 23 at 6:00PM to find out.  You will hear Dr. Gary 
Chapman speak on DVD about the 5 primary love languages listed below.  This will be two FUN 
evenings.  Everyone Junior High age and older is invited to attend.  Knowing and understanding 
how to identify love languages will help you in all situations in life: your family, marriage, 
school, workplace, social settings and yes, even at church.  Are you in leadership?  For more 
information contact Joe Wolf @ 815-562-3041 (home) 815-729-4745 (cell) or email 
jwphoto@t6wireless.com 

The 5 primary love languages: 

• Words of Affirmation 

Actions don’t always speak louder than words. If this is your love language, unsolicited 
compliments mean the world to you. Hearing the words, “I love you,” are important—hearing 
the reasons behind that love sends your spirits skyward. Insults can leave you shattered and are 
not easily forgotten.   

• Quality Time 

In the vernacular of Quality Time, nothing says, “I love you,” like full, undivided attention. 
Being there for this type of person is critical, but really being there—with the TV off, fork and 
knife down, and all chores and tasks on standby—makes your significant other feel truly special 
and loved. Distractions, postponed dates, or the failure to listen can be especially hurtful.  

• Receiving Gifts 

Don’t mistake this love language for materialism; the receiver of gifts thrives on the love, 
thoughtfulness, and effort behind the gift. If you speak this language, the perfect gift or gesture 
shows that you are known, you are cared for, and you are prized above whatever was sacrificed 
to bring the gift to you. A missed birthday, anniversary, or a hasty, thoughtless gift would be 
disastrous—so would the absence of everyday gestures.  

• Acts of Service 

Can vacuuming the floors really be an expression of love? Absolutely! Anything you do to ease 
the burden of responsibilities weighing on an “Acts of Service” person will speak volumes. The 
words he or she most want to hear: “Let me do that for you.” Laziness, broken commitments, and 
making more work for them tell speakers of this language their feelings don’t matter.  

• Physical Touch 

This language isn’t all about the bedroom. A person whose primary language is Physical Touch 
is, not surprisingly, very touchy. Hugs, pats on the back, holding hands, and thoughtful touches 
on the arm, shoulder, or face—they can all be ways to show excitement, concern, care, and love. 
Physical presence and accessibility are crucial, while neglect or abuse can be unforgivable and 
destructive. 



 
 
May Birthdays 
2 Allen Christianson 
 Steve Schriner 
 Gavin Harrolle 
6 Henry Ehmen 
7 Dawn Considine 
9 Chloe Gale 
 Deena Herriot 
 Lula Reineke 
10 Haley Christianson 
12 Deb Boomgarden 
 Marilyn Berg 
16 Bode Martin 
17 Trent Snodgrass 
18 Khindra Chapple 
 John Smith 
20 Melissa Reecher 
21 Emma O’Hare 
22 Steve Raine 
23 Josh Rieck 
25 Tim Goerks 
26 Carolyn Branning 
28 Genevieve Smolinski 
 Leah Harrolle 
29 Jennifer Rieck 
 Skyler Martin 
30 Alvin Oltmanns 
31 Doug Meyers 
 
and Anniversaries!!!! 
5 Mr. and Mrs. Mark Stewart 
13 Mr. and Mrs. Dale Boomgarden 
22 Mr. and Mrs. Robert VanStedum 

(1976) 
 

�
We are attempting to update the birthday 
and anniversary list.  If your birthday or 
anniversary is incorrect or missing, please 
send an email to 
newsletter@ebenzerreformed.com or put a 
note in the newsletter box in the Narthex.  
Thank you!!!! 

Jesus or a Squirrel? 
The story is told about a pastor who was 
into telling stories to the children. He'd 
bring all the children up, and they'd sit on 
the floor, and he'd tell them a story. One 
day he said, "Boys and girls, I want to tell 
you a story about someone who likes to live 
in the woods, but sometimes we can see 
him in our yards. Anybody have any idea 
who I am talking about?" 
No takers.  
He said, "I want to tell you about a creature 
that lives in the woods and sometimes in 
our yards, has a big bushy tail, and likes to 
eat nuts. Anybody have any idea what I'm 
talking about?" 
No takers.  
He said, "I'm talking about a creature that 
lives in the woods, sometimes in our yards, 
big bushy tail, eats nuts, likes to climb 
trees, jumps from tree to tree--now, does 
anybody know what I'm talking about?" 
One kid raised his hand to take him out of 
his misery. The pastor said, "Do you know 
what I'm thinking about?" 
The kid said, "Yeah. I know the answer 
should be Jesus, but it sounds like a squirrel 
to me." 
—Haddon Robinson, "When Good Snakes 
Become Bad Snakes," Preaching Today, 
Tape No. 145. 
 
 
 

 



 
I AM PART OF THE "FELLOWSHIP OF THE UNASHAMED." 

 
THE DIE HAS BEEN CAST. 

I HAVE STEPPED OVER THE LINE. 
THE DECISION HAS BEEN MADE. 

I AM A DISCIPLE OF JESUS CHRIST. 
I WON'T LOOK BACK, LET UP, SLOW DOWN, 

BACK AWAY, OR BE STILL. 
MY PAST IS REDEEMED, 

MY PRESENT MAKES SENSE, 
AND MY FUTURE IS SECURE. 

I AM FINISHED AND DONE WITH LOW LIVING, 
SIGHT WALKING, SMALL PLANNING, SMOOTH KNEES, 

COLORLESS DREAMS, CHINTZY GIVING, AND DWARFED GOALS. 
I NO LONGER NEED PRE-EMINENCE, PROSPERITY, 

POSITION, PROMOTIONS, PLAUDITS, OR POPULARITY. 
I NOW LIVE BY PRESENCE, LEAN BY FAITH, 

LOVE BY PATIENCE, LIFT BY PRAYER, AND LABOR BY POWER. 
MY PACE IS SET, MY GAIT IS FAST, MY GOAL IS HEAVEN, 

MY ROAD IS NARROW, MY WAY IS ROUGH, 
MY COMPANIONS FEW, MY GUIDE RELIABLE, MY MISSION CLEAR. 

I CANNOT BE BOUGHT, COMPROMISED, DETERRED, 
LURED AWAY, TURNED BACK, DILUTED, OR DELAYED. 

 
I WILL NOT FLINCH IN THE FACE OF SACRIFICE, 

HESITATE IN THE PRESENCE OF ADVERSITY, 
NEGOTIATE AT THE TABLE OF THE ENEMY, 

PONDER AT THE POOL OF POPULARITY, 
OR MEANDER IN THE MAZE OF MEDIOCRITY. 

 
I AM A DISCIPLE OF JESUS CHRIST. 

I MUST GO UNTIL HEAVEN RETURNS, 
GIVE UNTIL I DROP, PREACH UNTIL ALL KNOW, 

AND WORK UNTIL HE COMES. 
AND WHEN HE COMES TO GET HIS OWN, 

HE WILL HAVE NO PROBLEM RECOGNIZING ME. 
MY COLORS WILL BE CLEAR. 

 
 
Thank you to Joe Wolf for submitting this – it is a good reminder of how God yearns for 
us to live.  The author is unknown, but is believed to be a young pastor in Zimbabwe who 
was martyred for his faith in Jesus Christ. It was found in his study. 
 
 


