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The Promise of Christ 
The 14th chapter of John’s gospel contains this promise our Lord gave his disciples: “If you love me, 
you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate 
(sometimes translated Comforter), to be with you forever” (John 14:15-16, NRSV).  
 
Jesus added: “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live” (John 14:18-19).  
 
What a wonderful promise! Jesus knew he would be dying. He knew the disciples would see his 
resurrected body. But even after Jesus ascended into heaven, the disciples wouldn’t be alone. The 
Holy Spirit would come to comfort and embolden them.  
 
“[My] peace I leave with you,” Jesus concluded. “Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let 
them be afraid” (John 14:27). 



Spring Stirrings 

Over the last couple months the leadership at Ebenezer has begun to shift its focus from keeping things running 
(maintaining the status quo) to looking further up the road and asking the more challenging questions of how we can work 
to be a healthier church; one that might be more receptive and responsive to God’s leading.  

To that end, the Steering Committee (which is made up of the leaders of the four councils, the youth director, the vice 
president of consistory, and myself) has developed three main areas to focus on for the next few years. These long term 
goals include: strengthening the spiritual health of the church, getting our financial house in better order, and seeking 
ways to grow in worship attendance. 

The Steering Committee has now charged the four Councils (Discipleship & Education, Worship & Music, Missions & 
Outreach, and Stewardship & Property) to develop ways to support and implement those goals. The four Councils have 
already met at least once (and in most cases more than once) and some very creative ideas have already come to the 
surface. 

The next part of the equation, though, is helping the rest of the congregation know what’s going on in the Councils, in the 
Steering Committee, and in the Consistory. To that end, we’ve decided that every three months the Steering Committee 
will hold a “Fellowship Hall Meeting” (a church spin off of the secular ‘town hall meetings’) during a Sunday School 
hour. The Council chairs will meet with the congregation, let them know what the councils have been working on, and ask 
for comments and suggestions. 

We had our first such Fellowship Hall Meeting last Sunday (March 21). It was packed with information, it may have 
bumped up a little too close to the beginning of worship, and it had a couple other wrinkles to iron out, but otherwise I 
think it went well. Our next meeting will occur this summer and will allow more time for questions and suggestions from 
the congregation.  

As I said, there are many exciting things that are arising from this effort. If you missed our first Fellowship Hall Meeting 
and would like to get an idea of what’s bubbling up, please feel free to talk to me or, better yet, talk to one of the Council 
chairs. Their names are always listed on the front of the bulletin each week.  

The next step in the process, of course, is implementing these goals. With that in mind, it’s important to remember that the 
Councils work for the benefit of the congregation, but not on the congregation’s behalf. What I mean by that is two things.  

First, the Councils are not there to simply put their finger in the air and see which way the political winds of the church 
are blowing, then setting sail accordingly. Councils, and Consistory (and your pastor) have an obligation to lead, not just 
follow. So in cases, we’ll be asking folks to check their anxiety, to suspend premature judgment, and to put grace in its 
place.  

Second, I mean that the Councils should not be expected to do the work alone. It requires a commitment from the 
congregation, working as a congregation, to help carry these goals forward. So please, if there are new programs that you 
find interesting or would like to explore further, don’t hesitate to get involved. We are one body with many parts.  

In closing, I do sincerely believe that there is an air of hopefulness in this community of believers. Maybe it’s been here 
for a long time, maybe it grows with the lengthening of days. Whatever it may be, God desires to bless this body. But 
always remember: God’s blessings are not given for our enjoyment alone but for the worship of God. We must not be like 
the steward who received his talent from the master and hid it. We have a responsibility to reach out into the community, 
to strengthen our own spiritual lives, to invite the community to join in our life in Christ, and to be a light that shines in 
people’s dark places. With God’s help – and if we are willing to be gracious to one another – we can respond faithfully to 
God’s leading. May it be so.  
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Our church secretary, Debra Epps, is resigning and moving to Iowa to be closer to her 
family.  Thank you so much for all of your hard work Debra!  We will miss you! 

Ladies Aid                                                                                                                                              
The Ladies Aid Missionary Society meets the first Wednesday of each month at 1:30 PM at the 
church.  There is a Bible Study, devotions, refreshments and each member brings a scripture 
verse for “roll call” relating to a certain topic.  Ladies Aid takes an offering to support various 
ministries throughout the community, denomination and the world.  They also serve luncheons 
when requested by family members at the time of funerals in the church.  Do you have a couple 
hours to give one afternoon a month?  Age doesn’t matter; this ministry is open to all women of 
the church.  This month’s meeting is April 7.  June Noorlag will lead the devotions.  Jane 
Freeman is the hostess.  The Bible Study will have an Easter theme and roll call will be a 
Scripture verse on “Salvation” 

Beth Moore Study                                                                                                                         
Come join us!  Starting Wednesday April 7 at 6:30 PM a group of ladies will be starting a Beth 
Moore study Esther: It's Tough Being A Woman.    Esther: It's Tough Being a Woman provides a 
personal study experience five days a week plus viewer guides for the group video sessions of 
this in-depth women's Bible study of Esther - a profile in courage. Join Beth in a very personal 
examination of this great story of threat and deliverance as she peels back the layers of history 
and shows how very contemporary and applicable the story of Esther is to our lives today. If 
you've ever felt inadequate, threatened, or pushed into situations that seemed overpowering, this 
is the Bible study for you. Just as it was tough being a woman in Esther's day, it's tough today. 
This portion of God's Word contains treasures to aid us in our hurried, harried, and pressured 
lives. This study last 10 weeks.   All ladies of the church are invited - the more the merrier! The 
workbooks cost is $14.95. Let Susan Wolf know if you are interested ASAP so they can be 
ordered. They can also be ordered through Lifeway.com.  Hope to see you there! 

Attention all women!!!                                                                                                                   
A spring gathering for the women of the Reformed Churches in the Classis of Illinois has been 
set for Saturday morning, April 10, 2010 at the Forreston Reformed Church in Forreston, IL.  
The meeting, which begins at 9:30 AM and ends around noon, will include a light brunch.  The 
mission focus will be on Jackson County Ministries in Annville, KY.  Jacob Moss, Director of 
JCM, and his wife Sharon will be featured speakers.  The “Annville Trailer” will be on site, and 
all attending are urged to bring “gently used” clothing, toys and household items to fill it, to go 
to the Jackson County Trade Stores.                                                                                          
Mark the date – Saturday morning, April 10, on your calendars and let’s get the Haak’s 
truck filled for the trailer as well as a couple car loads of women to go.  Contact Dee with 
any questions.  815-397-2410 

Talent/Variety Show                                                                                                                          
The Talent/Variety Show has been moved to Sunday, April 11.  So, if you haven’t already, grab 
some friends and plan your acts! Dinner will start at 5:00 PM and the show starts at 6:00 PM.  If 
you don’t feel you have been blessed with a talent you want to share on stage (that’s never 
stopped the Coffee Break girls) please plan to attend for dinner and a great show to help support 
the Roots Youth Group.  Volunteers to help prepare and serve the meal will also be needed.  For 
more information please contact Dave Brondyke at 563-212-1633. 



Jolly Seniors                                                                                                                               
Jolly Seniors is a time for anyone over the age of fifty to get together for Christian fellowship 
and fun. They meet the 3rd Thursday of every month at noon for a potluck meal. There are no 
officers or dues. Each month a designated host and/or hostess plan and serve the event. There is 
scripture reading and prayer. Outings to local restaurants or other activities are scheduled.   If 
you are fifty or over you are invited to the meeting on April 22nd at noon; please bring a dish to 
pass.  Ellen Hitchcock is the hostess this month. 

Naomi Ruth                                                                                                                               
Naomi Ruth is a women’s Bible study that meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month (except 
December & January) at 7:00 PM.  Each member takes turns leading the Bible Study.  This 
group is open to all women of the church.  Are you looking for a Ladies Bible Study?           
Come join Naomi Ruth on April 20th – Gail Dirksen will lead the Bible Study. 

Mother, Daughter, and Friends Salad Supper                                                                                           
There will be a Mother, Daughter and Friends Salad Supper Friday, April 30 
at 6:00 PM.  Invite your mother, daughters, grandmothers, granddaughters, 
and friends to come and enjoy an evening of fun and fellowship.  If you are 
interested in helping contact Mary Goerks!  A sign up sheet will be in the 
narthex so we can know how many will be attending.   There will also be a 
sign up sheet for men willing to help with setting up, serving and clean up. 
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“Getting to know you…”                                                                                                                                               
I‘m going to be setting aside time to get better acquainted with you as individuals and as couples.  
Specifically, I want to know about you, about Ebenezer, and especially about how your life and this 
church’s life intersect.  You are invited – whether you’re a member, a regular attendee, or just an 
occasional visitor, each of you are part of what makes Ebenezer unique.  I am scheduling the time 45 
minutes per meeting.  Please look for a sign-up sheet in the fellowship area.  Feel free to talk to me if you 
have questions or special needs.  Pastor Brion. 

        

Our coffee signup board, outside the kitchen, still has many 
openings and we need your help, especially in clean up.  Also, it’s 
come to our attention that the coffee fund is not as flush as usual.  
This could mean that we will have to eliminate the donuts.  If you 
enjoy a donut with fellowship, please be sure to donate to coffee 
fellowship by placing money in the basket on the table or putting it 
in the collection labeled “coffee fellowship”.  As always, if you 
would like to bake or want to serve for something special, please 
be sure to note it on the board and tell Barb Dowd in advance for 
your help in this area.  Thank you.  

 



Exercise Program                                                                                                                      
Come and join us on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 8:30 to 9:30 AM for walking 
exercises and light aerobics.  It will be held at the church in the family life center.  This will be open to 
the community, so invite your friends.  There is no charge and we will break for the summer.  There will 
be a short time of devotion and prayer at the end of each session.  If you have any questions, please see 
Barb Dowd or call her at 815-988-5982.   Please note: there will be no exercise on Friday morning, 
April 2 – they will meet on Thursday, April 1 instead.  

We are still collecting tabs from aluminum cans - including those from soda cans, vegetable cans, soup 
cans and pet food cans for the Ronald McDonald House.  Please enlist the help of friends, family and 
co-workers and encourage them to "pop" the tabs off of aluminum cans and save them for this cause.  
There is a “Ronald McDonald House” on the table in the Narthex for you to take home to place your 
clean tabs in…or you may take one of the blank pages and color it in and place it on your own container.  
Please continue to bring your tabs in!!  Thank you! 

Please don’t forget to recycle cans for the Mission Team!  We are also collecting hotel sized shampoos 
and soaps for the Rockford Rescue Mission.  Any questions contact Ron or Connie Bader. 

 

 Roots Youth Group                                                                           
•Roots Youth Groups                                                                                                                       
Senior High School: 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month 6:00-7:00PM 
at Ebenezer                                                 
Junior High School: 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month 6:00-7:00PM 
at Ebenezer 

•Roots Small Groups                                                           
Senior High School: 2nd and 4th Monday of the month 6:00-7:00PM 
at Student Houses                                                                         
Junior High School: 1st and 3rd Monday of the month 6:00-7:00PM 
at Student Houses  

For more information please contact Dave Brondyke at 563-212-
1633. 

 

VBS                                                                                                                                                    
This is an ADVANCED SPECIAL ALERT!!!!!                                                                                 
I need ALL the '007 agents we can find in this church and beyond. Anyone ages three years old 
thru entering 5th grade are welcome!! We will be going on a special mission for God! Do you 
have the courage to join us? June 7th-11th 2010! Bring yourself and your friends- agent I.D. 
tags, binoculars, and etc. are provided. Mark your calendars!  More info to follow. 

THANK YOU! 

KELLY O'HARE, DIRECTOR OF VBS INTELLIGENCE (DVBSI) 



 

Join Us On Facebook                                                                                                                                    
Ebenezer Reformed Church now has a Facebook Group page with up-to-date videos, photos and 
announcements. Visit us on Facebook and join the group.  If you have any questions please 
contact Lynn Jorgenson at 815-757-0314 or at lynnjorgenson@yahoo.com. 

Food Pantry Collection                                                                                                                      
There are increasing needs in the community for assistance and this is a helpful way we can 
make lives easier for others. Please continue to collect non-perishable food items as well as paper 
products for the food pantry.  There are grocery carts in the Narthex for your donations.  Thank 
you!  

Thank You!                                                                                                                                        
I would like to thank everyone for the generous gift and card I received for directing Kid’s Club.  
It has been a pleasure to work with the children of this church.  It is such a fun age group to be 
around.  I would recommend that if you love kids to get involved with this program.   I will miss 
working with the kids but I feel it is time to for someone else to direct it and give it some fresh 
ideas.  This program could not have been possible without Kelly O’Hare and Lorna Snapp.  So 
thank you both so very much for all your help and support!!  Also thanks to David Brondyke for 
helping us the last few months.  I’m blessed to have such a wonderful “church family”!  Thank 
you and God Bless, Kathy Snodgrass.                                                                                                                                                                            

Community information: 

Sale                                                                                                                                                       
April 10 from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM is the children’s clothing, equipment and toy resale at North 
Elementary School 1680 Brickville Rd Sycamore, IL.  If you are interested in selling your items 
contact Carol Kelly at 815-895-9039. 

Rockford Area Pregnancy Care Centers                                                                                           
The RAPCC fundraising banquet "Speaking to the Heart" is Friday, April 16, 2010 at Giovanni's 
Grand Ballroom, 610 North Bell School Road, Rockford. Seating begins as 6:00 PM with dinner 
at 7:00 PM. There is still time to RSVP, call Karen at 815.997.1200 

Home of Hope                                                                                                                                          
The Home of Hope Cancer Wellness Centers is a non for profit organization that provides 
wellness and support services, free of charge, to those who have been touched by cancer.  They 
are in search of volunteers to help in their Dixon and/or Oregon offices.  If you are interested in 
learning more about their volunteer opportunities, please contact Connie Thimmesch at 288-
4673.  Thank You”  (Her letter is on the bulletin board in the Narthex). 

 



*JH is Junior High (6th-8th Grade) SH is Senior High (9th-12th Grade) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Maundy 
Thursday 
8:30-9:30 
AM Exercise 
 
7:00PM 
Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 

 2  Good Friday 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and Prayer 
 
1:00 PM 
Community Good 
Friday Service @ 
Ebenezer 

3 
7:30 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

4 Easter Sunday 
8:00 AM Sunrise 
Service 
Breakfast 
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM Worship 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Youth Group 
SH* 

5 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Small 
Group JH* 
6:30 PM 5 Love 
Languages for 
Singles 

6 7 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
1:30 PM  Ladies 
Aid 
 
6:30 PM Beth 
Moore Study 

8 9 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and Prayer 

10 
7:30 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
Load the 
Haak’s truck 
for Annville 
Trailer 
9:30 Women’s 
Classis meeting 
at Forreston 
Reformed 
Church 

11 
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM Worship 
 
5:00PM Talent 
Show 
 
 

12 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Small 
Group SH 
6:30 PM 5 Love 
Languages for 
Singles 
 

13 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Consistory 
Councils 

14 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
6:30 PM Beth 
Moore Study 

15 
 
 
12:00 PM 
Jolly Seniors 

16 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and Prayer 

17 
7:30 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

18 
 
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM Worship 
 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Youth Group 
SH 
 
 

19 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Small 
Group JH 
6:30 PM 5 Love 
Languages for 
Singles 
 

20 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Naomi Ruth 

21 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
6:30 PM Beth 
Moore Study 

22 23 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and Prayer 

24 
7:30 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 

25 
Newsletter Items 
Due 
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM Worship 
6:00-7:0 PM Roots 
Youth Group JH 
 

26 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and Prayer 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Small 
Group SH 
6:30 PM 5 Love 
Languages for 
Singles 

27 
 
6:30 PM 
Elders 
7:00 PM 
Consistory 

28 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and Prayer 
 
6:30 PM Beth 
Moore Study 

29 30 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and Prayer 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and Prayer 
6:00 
Mother/Daughter/
Friend Salad 
Supper 
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4th  
 
 
 
11th  
 
 
 
 
18th  
 
 
 
25th  
 
 
 

GREETERS: 
USHERS: 

 
 

GREETERS: 
USHERS: 

 
 
 
GREETERS: 

USHERS: 
 
 

GREETERS: 
 

USHERS: 
 
 
 

Dave Brondyke and the Roots group 
Dave Brondyke and the Roots group 
 
 
Bill & Melissa Reecher and family 
Mary Goerks, Leann McNeal  
Grace Henley 
 
 
Mark & Diane Williams and family 
Ruth Shelly and Bill & Judy Welty 
 
 
Dale & Stacy Flanagan and family 
Jerry & Barb Dowd 
Dave & Bev Bjorklund and family 
 
 

 
 
 

    
Nursery  
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April Birthdays  
 
3 Connie Bader 
4 Heidie Raine 
 Ellen Hitchcock 
5 Hannah Brooks 
7 Richard Oltmanns 
10 MaryAnn Ankney 
16 Dan Sievers 
17 Michael Snodgrass 
19 Debra Epps 
24 Annalisa Bertsch 
26 Esther Mennenga 
28 Linda Chermak 
 Diane Meyers 
29 Ruth Shelly 
30 Kyle Ruthe 

Lynn Jorgenson 
 
and Anniversaries!!!! 
    
  6 Mr. & Mrs. Skyler Martin 
12 Mr. & Mrs. Dan Herriot 
13 Mr. & Mrs. Jim O’Hare 
22 Mr. & Mrs. Larry Seabold 
27 Mr. & Mrs. Tom Gale (1985) 
 

�
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We are attempting to update the birthday 
and anniversary list.  If your birthday or 
anniversary is incorrect or missing, 
please send an email to 
newsletter@ebenzerreformed.com or put 
a note in the newsletter box in the 
Narthex.  Thank you!!!! 
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God’s Seasons  
 
“He brought light out of darkness, not 
out of a lesser light, and he can bring 
thee summer out of winter, though 
thou hast no spring, though in the 
ways of fortune or understanding or 
conscience thou have been benighted 
till now, wintered and frozen, clouded 
and eclipsed, damped and benumbed, 
smothered and stupefied till now. 
Now God comes to thee, not as the 
dawning of the day, not as the bud of 
the spring, but as the sun at noon. … 
All occasions invite his mercies, and 
all times are his seasons.”  
 
—John Donne�
�
�
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KANTOREI  The Singing Boys of Rockford 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

KANTOREI  The Singing Boys of Rockford, is a  non-profit, non-sectarian organization which 
serves approximately 80 boys ages 7-18 in the northern Illinois area.  Hundreds of members have 
participated in this unique program which was founded in 1964 by Linden Lundstrom (1913-
1996) and continues today to be dedicated to its original purpose:  to provide a quality musical 
education, while instilling in each member the rewards of self-discipline, responsibility, and 
dedication towards common goals. 

Since its inception, KANTOREI’S mission remains both simple and unwavering:  to represent 
the finest tradition of boy choirs by offering an outstanding musical and cultural education, while 
providing many opportunities for personal growth.  Services are offered without the regard to 
race, color, national origin, creed or socio-economic status.  Through the pursuit of excellence in 
the musical arts, the boys make the transition and their world better, preparing their lives for the 
many challenges they will face.  Through their willing and purposeful participation in the choir, 
they serve as models of what is “right” about today’s youth. 

Uncommon among boy choirs in that the changed voices (tenors and basses) are retained, 
KANTOREI   interprets music from an extensive repertoire including music characteristic of the 
European boy choirs, as well as a vast array of sacred and secular music spanning several 
centuries including folk and world music, spirituals, patriotic pieces, show tunes, gospel, and 
vocal jazz.  The choir’s repertoire has broadened to include commissioned works and dozens of 
choral arrangements written specifically for KANTOREI. 

The choir has been internationally acclaimed in concert appearances throughout Scandinavia, 
Great Britain, France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, the Czech Republic, Canada and 
Japan.  The boys have performed widely in the United States giving concerts in such diverse 
places as the United States Air Force and Naval Academies, the United States Capitol, the White 
House, the Holocaust Memorial Museum, Opryland and Walt Disney World. 

Closer to home, KANTOREI  has performed with a wide variety of ensembles including the 
Rockford Symphony Orchestra, Bach Chamber Choir, Rockford Chamber Players Brass 
Ensemble, Rockford Lutheran Choral Union, and many other professional singers and 
instrumentalists.  Other state-line appearances have included the “On the Waterfront” Festival, 
the “Young at Heart” Festival, Magic Monday, the Children’s Arts Fair, Concerts in the Park 
series and “First Night Rockford.” 

 
KANTOREI is  scheduled to sing at Ebenezer May 2nd at 3pm!!! 


