EBENEZER RAYS MARCH, 2010

Newsletter articles are due

SUNDAY MARCH 21

Items can be emailed to
newsletter@ebenezerreformed.com or put in the box
in the Narthex. Thank you.
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Ebenezer Reformed Church
2997 N. German Church Road
Oregon, IL 61061

Office: (815) 732-6313

Pastor: Brion Brooks
Parsonage: (815) 732-2682
Email: ercpastor@hughes.net
Secretary: Debra Epps

Email ercsecretary@hughes.net
Director of Ministries for

Youth & Christian Education
Dave Brondyke

Phone: (563) 212-1633

Email: ercyouthdirector@hughes.net

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Isn't it strange how a 20 dollar bill seems liketsa large amount when you donate it to church,
such a small amount when you go shopping?

Isn't it strange how 2 hours seem so long wherrgai'church, and how short they seem when
you're watching a good movie?

Isn't it strange that you can't find a word to sdayen you're praying but you have no trouble
thinking of what to talk about with a friend?

Isn't it strange how difficult and boring it can teeread one chapter of the Bible but how easytioi
read 100 pages of a popular novel?

Isn't it strange how everyone wants front-row-tiski® concerts or games but they do whatever i
possible to sit at the last row in Church?

Isn't it strange how we need to know about an efg@r€hurch 2-3 weeks before the day so we ¢
include it in our agenda, but we can adjust itdttrer events in the last minute?

Isn't it strange how difficult it is to learn a faabout God to share it with others; but how easyto
learn, understand, extend and repeat gossip?

Isn't it strange how we believe everything that aziges and newspapers say but we question th
words in the Bible?

Isn't it strange how everyone wants a place in éedwut so many don't want to believe, do, or sa

anything to get there? .
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@ 2010

A BIG THANK YOU AND MUCH APPRECIATION toKen Haak former elder;
Rick Snodgrasdormer elderLance Barnesformer deacon anflob Van Stedunformer
deacon, for their time, hard work, service and datthn. The Lord has worked great
things through you for our church...again we say THKAXOU for all you have done
and will continue to do here at Ebenezer Reformiedr€h!

We also welcomeur new Elders: Dave Bjorklund and John Smith amdDeacons:
Jim Rosenbalm and Bill Welty.

Please keemur new consistory officers, deacons and eldersour prayers. Pray that
the Lord will use, lead and guide them in their n@sitions here at Ebenezer! As a
reminder, the new chairperson of each council @fobnd on the front of the bulletin.

The Five Love Languages for Singles

The Five Love Languages for Singlg®up study began Monday, Feb. 22, and will
continue meeting in thBisciplesclassroom on Monday nights from 6:30-8:30PM here at
Ebenezer._The Five Love Languages for Singlidishelp you better express your
emotions and affection in friendships, work relasibips, or in a dating environment.

Do you have the gift dflelpsor Servic® There is an immediate need for someone to
provide babysitting here at the church during_tive Eove Languages for Singlgsoup
study. Helping in this manner will allow singlerpats to attend the group study. If
you're interested in joining this study or if yowuld be willing to help, please see or
contact Lynn Jorgenson 815-757-0314. Thank you.
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LENTEN SERVICES
On Sunday evenings during Lent there is a sentiée0PM. We will be walking

through Psalm 23 using a series of series of Lemteditations. Please plan on attending
this time of learning and reflection.

Ladies Aid

The Ladies Aid Missionary Society meets the firggdifesday of each month at the
church. There is a Bible Study, devotions, refreshts and each member brings a
scripture verse for “roll call” relating to a candopic. Ladies Aid takes an offering to
support various ministries throughout the commyrdgnomination and the world. They
also serve luncheons when requested by family mesrdte¢he time of funerals in the
church. Do you have a couple hours to give orexradbn a month? Age doesn’t matter;
this ministry is open to all women of the churcfhis month’s meeting is a potluck
luncheon on March 3 &OON; please bring a dish to pass. Marguerite Tooide®id

the devotions. Jane Freeman is the hostess. Tie 8iudy will be Ecclesiastes 4&5
and roll call will be a Scripture verse on “Friehd.



Jolly Seniors

Jolly Seniors is a time for anyone over the agiftyfto get together for Christian
fellowship and fun. They meet the 3rd Thursdaywarg month at noon for a potluck
meal. There are no officers or dues. Each mon#sagdated host and/or hostess plan
and serve the event. There is scripture readingpeanger. Outings to local restaurants or
other activities are scheduled. If you are fdtyover you are invited to the meeting on
March 18th at noon; please bring a dish to passe Bloorlag is the hostess this month.

Naomi Ruth

Naomi Ruth is a women’s Bible study that meetshen3rd Tuesday of each month
(except December & January) at 7:00 P.M. Each neertalixes turns leading the Bible
Study. This group is open to all women of the churAre you looking for a Ladies
Bible Study? Come join Naomi Ruth on March 16thletha Nordman will lead the
Bible Study.

Wednesday Night Activities

The last night for Dinner, Kid’'s Club, Coffee Breakd Men'’s Bible Study will be
Wednesday March 17. We would like to give a banthyou to Bev Bjorklund for
preparing and serving the meals again this yeag.wauld also like to acknowledge
Kathy Snodgrass for all her years of leading Kidlab. Thank you Kathy! Kathy will
be stepping down after this year, so there is d f@mea new Kid’s Club leader starting in
the fall. If you are interested in this positidease see Lynn Jorgenson or call her at
815-757-0314.

Please note the new times and dates for Roots Yeuthp
*Roots Youth Groups

Senior High School: 1st and 3rd Sunday of the mérl-
7:30PM at Ebenezer

Junior High School: 2nd and 4th Sunday of the mé&ndio-
7:30PM at Ebenezer

*Roots Small Groups

Senior High School: 2nd and 4th Monday of the m@&h€@o-
7:00PM at Student Houses

Junior High School: 1st and 3rd Monday of the mdh00-

T
Let your roots grow down into Christ, and

let your lives he built on Christ. Then your 7OOPM at StUdent Houses

faith will grow strong in the truth you were
g, 2y ol orertlon wih Youth Group members are also encouraged to corcleutch

thankfulness. on Wednesday nights and help with Kid’s Club. fare

Colossians 2:7

information please contact Dave Brondyke at 563-2633.

Breakaway

March 20-21 the youth group will be heading to @gic for Breakaway. They will leave
the church around 4 on the"™20They will be attending the San Antonio Rampase v
Chicago Wolves game (followed by a speaker) andglmany other activities including
cosmic bowling and Odyssey Fun World. They willrbeirning to the church at
9:00AM on Sunday. The cost is $40 per person plasey for a meal at McDonald’s
Saturday. Please see Dave Brondyke or call hib62t212-1633 for more information
or to sign up.



“Getting to know you...”

I‘m going to be setting aside time to get betteyuainted with you as individuals and as
couples. Specifically, | want to know about yohpat Ebenezer, and especially about
how your life and this church’s life intersect. Yare invited — whether you're a
member, a regular attendee, or just an occasiasigbry each of you are part of what
makes Ebenezer unique. | am scheduling the tinraidGtes per meeting. Please look
for a sign-up sheet in the fellowship area. Fes# to talk to me if you have questions or
special needs. Pastor Brion.

Our coffee signup board, outside the kitchen, still
has many openings and we need your help,
especially in clean up. Also, it's come to our
attention that the coffee fund is not as flush as
usual. This could mean that we will have to
eliminate the donuts. If you enjoy a donut with
fellowship, please be sure to donate to coffee
fellowship by placing money in the basket on the
table or putting it in the collection labeled “cedéf
fellowship”. As always, if you would like to bake
or want to serve for something special, please be
sure to note it on the board and tell Barb Dowd in
advance for your help in this area. Thank you.

Exercise Program

Come and join us on Monday, Wednesday and Fridayimgs from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
for walking exercises and light aerobics. It viod held at the church in the family life
center. This will be open to the community, sat@your friends. There is no charge
and we will break for the summer. There will bghart time of devotion and prayer at
the end of each session. If you have any questmease see Barb Dowd or call her at
815-988-5982.

We are still collecting tabs from aluminum cans including those from soda cans,
vegetable cans, soup cans and pet food foartee Ronald McDonald House. Please
enlist the help of friends, family and co-workergla@ncourage them to "pop" the tabs off
of aluminum cans and save them for this causereTlisea “Ronald McDonald House”

on the table in the Narthex for you to take hompléze your clean tabs in...or you may
take one of the blank pages and color it in andgiton your own container. Please
continue to bring your tabs in!! Thank you!

Please don't forget to recycle cans for the Missiofeam! We are also collecting hotel
sized shampoos and soaps for the Rockford Rescssdvii Any questions contact Ron
or Connie Bader.



Talent/VVariety Show New Date

Due to scheduling conflicts the Talent/Variety Shoas been moved to Sunday, April
11. Now everyone will have plenty of time to giadme friends and plan their acts!
Dinner will start at 5:00 PM and the show start6:80 PM. If you don’t feel you have
been blessed with a talent you want to share @egthat’'s never stopped the Coffee
Break girls) please plan to attend for dinner agtest show to help support the Roots
Youth Group. Volunteers to help prepare and sdregeneal will also be needed. For
more information please contact Dave Brondyke 8t&62-1633.

Beth Moore Study

Starting on Wednesday nights after Easter a growmmen are interested in starting a
Beth Moore Bible Study. Known for presenting thei@are in living color, Christian
speaker, Bible study author, and ministry leadehBé&oore brings joy and excitement in
Christ to life through words. Her deep love for Sevior is obvious; her style of
speaking electric. She loves the Lord, loves tghaand loves to be with His people. At
the request of her first Bible study class, shetevdaily homework on the Old Testament
Tabernacle. That material later became Beth’s fiiuktlished Bible study, A Woman’s
Heart, God’s Dwelling Place. Numerous books haVlevieed. Beth speaks at
conferences all over the United States and enjeitsng to serve women of every age
and denomination. She is passionate about womenikgand loving the Word of God.
Information about the studies can be found onwlabsite
http://lwww.lifeway.com/article/?id=160695&CID=RDRethMoore.

If you would like to know about the titles that aeailable for us to choose from please
see Susan Wolf or call her at 815-562-3041. Thosijgwould be open to all women of
the church. More information with the official t&a and dates will follow in the bulletin
and next month’s Rays.

VBS

I need ALL the '007 agents we can find in thisrchuand beyond. Anyone ages three
years old thru entering 5th grade are welcome!'Wlebe going on a special mission for
God! Do you have the courage to join us? June Ith-2010! Bring yourself and your
friends- agent I.D. tags, binoculars, and etcpaogided. Mark your calendars! More
info to follow.

THANK YOU!
KELLY O'HARE, DIRECTOR OF VBS INTELLIGENCE (DVBSI)



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satday
1 2 3 4 5 6
8:30-9:30 AM 8:30-9:30 AM Exercise 8:30-9:30 7:30 AM Men'’s
Exercise 12:00 Ladies Aid AM Exercise | Breakfast
Potluck 9:30 AM
6:00-7:00 PM Roots 5:45 PM Dinner Bible Study
Small Group 8§ 6:30 PM Kid’s and Prayer
6:30 PM 5 Love Club/Coffee Break/
Languages for Men’s Bible Study
Singles
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:00 AM Sunday 8:30-9:30 AM Exercise 8:30-9:30 7:30 AM Men'’s
School 8:30-9:30 AM AM Exercise | Breakfast
10:00 AM Worship Exercise 5:45 PM Dinner
7:00 PM 6:30 PM Kid’s 9:30 AM Iron Sharpens
6:00-7:30 PM Roots | 6:00-7:00 PM Roots Steering Club/Coffee Bible Study | Iron
Youth Group SH Small Group Bl Committee | Break/Men'’s Bible and Prayer | Conference @
6:00PM Lenten 6:30 PM 5 Love Study First
Service Languages for Evangelical
Singles Free Church
14 Daylight Saving | 15 16 17 St. Patrick’s Day 18 19 20
Time Begins 8:30-9:30 AM 8:30-9:30 AM Exercise 8:30-9:30 7:30 AM Men'’s
9:00 AM Sunday Exercise AM Exercise | Breakfast
School 5:45 PM Dinner 12:00 PM
10:00 AM Worship | 6:00-7:00 PM Roots 7:00 PM 6:30 PM Kid's Jolly 9:30 AM
Parent Meeting Small Group 8l Naomi Club/Coffee Seniors Bible Study | 4:00 PM Youth
6:30 PM 5 Love Ruth Break/Men’s Bible and Prayer | Group leaves
6:00-7:30 PM Roots | Languages for Study for Breakaway
Youth Group JH Singles
6:00PM Lenten
Service
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Newsletter Items 8:30-9:30 AM 8:30-9:30 AM Exercise 8:30-9:30 7:30 AM Men'’s
Due Exercise 6:30 PM AM Exercise | Breakfast
9:00 AM Sunday Elders/
School 6:00-7:00 PM Roots Deacons 9:30 AM
10:00 AM Worship | Small Group JH 7:00 PM Bible Study
6:30 PM 5 Love Consistory and Prayer
6:00-7:30 PM Roots | Languages for
Youth Group SH Singles
6:00PM Lenten
Service
28 29 30 31 April 1 April 2 April 3
9:00 AM Sunday 8:30-9:30 AM 9:30 AM 7:30 AM Men'’s
School Exercise 8:30-9:30 AM Exercise Bible Study | Breakfast
10:00 AM Worship and Prayer
6:00-7:30 PM Roots | 6:00-7:00 PM Roots
Youth Group JH Small Group SH
6:30 PM 5 Love 7:00PM 1:00 PM
April 4 Languages for Maundy | Community
Easter Sunday Singles Thursday | Good Friday
8:00 AM Sunrise Service Service @
Service Ebenezer
Breakfast

9:00 AM Sunday
School
10:00 AM Worship
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USHERS:

14" GREETERS:
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21 GREETERS:
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Dave Brondyke and the Roots group
Dave Brondyke and the Roots group

Jean Frampton, Genevieve Sweeney,
Jim & Kelly O’Hare & family
Annette Martin & family

Lynn Jorgenson, Jackie Jorgenson
Dave & Jamee Wolf
Scott & Ceri Woodworth & family

Larry & Diane Seabold

Lorna Snapp, Marguerite Toops
Pat Oltmanns, Mary Ann Oltmanns
Shirley Jacobs

Nursery



March Birthdays

This article from the Rochelle News Leader was
submitted by Susan Wolf. It was written about h
neighbor who recently passed away.

er

1 Kelly O’Hare
Larry Seabold
Megan Hubner

8 Monica Toops

11  David Ankney

13  Nicholas Groves

14  Myrna Lohman

16  Deanna Groves

17  Diane Williams
Jim Grygiel

19  Anthony Williams

20  Owen Flanagan

22  Justin Stewart

23 Rachel Brooks

24  Connie Rieck

25 Marge Barnes
Jason Gittleson

26  Marjorie Holtapp

27  Craig Hummel

29 Karen Hummel

31 Jake Schriner

And Anniversaries!!!

9 Mr. & Mrs. Lance Barnes
(1957)

13  Mr. & Mrs. Craig Hummel
(1965)

We are attempting to update the birthday a
anniversary list. If your birthday or
anniversary is incorrect or missing, please
send an email to
newsletter@ebenzerreformed.com or put a
note in the newsletter box in the Narthex.
Thank you!!!!




Iron Sharpens Iron

Iron Sharpens Iron National Men’s
Conference is coming to Rockford,
IL on March 13th! This is a one-day
men’s conference for men of all
ages! It is specifically geared to
equip men for godly living and
spiritual leadership. Iron Sharpens
Iron (ISI) is a one-day equipping
conference for men and local
churches. The conference offers 2
keynote speakers, leaders in ministry
to men, and 16 different seminars
specifically for men on issues
relevant to men.

Equip: Iron Sharpens Iron is an
equipping conference for men. We
not only seek to build up men as
individuals, but we strive to help and
support the local church by providing
seminars to equip men to minister to
other men in their own local church.
Our main objective is to support you,
the local church pastor and your
men’s ministry leaders.

Growth: This conference is not just for the leaders. }st never know who God is
incubating a new ministry in. You may have a matingj in the wings right now that
God is preparing to use to minister to other mesn’Dlimit your men’s ministry
leadership to just a few. Bring as many men ascgyuand help them to spread their
ministry wings.

Fellowship: We encourage you to bring any and all of younneelSI. It is a great time
for your men to experience being with other Chaistmen from other churches in your
community and region, fostering unity in the BodyGdirist.

Worship: During the plenary sessions, ISI provides a wipfahatmosphere where any
man can engage the risen and living God. The msisiasculine, engaging, and quality.

Focal Point Ministries will be hosting this evemt blarch 13, 2010!
For more information contact Joe Wolf at 815-562-B0r Dean Rieck at 815-222-0427



Thank you to Joe Wolf for submitting the followiagicle:

There once was a man who claimed to belong to @bladigeam. “Certainly, 'm a
member,” he proclaimed if anyone asked. Yet whevas time for a game he showed up
only if there was nothing else going on in his.liféthe weather was nasty, he said he
just couldn’t get motivated to come to the ballpaBut if the weather was nice, he
always had to paint the garage or mow the lawiil, Sanyone questioned him, he
would answer in surprise, “Of course | still beldnghe team!” And he did occasionally
participate in team activities. However, when hWwas hit towards him, he often
refused to catch it because he “didn’t like thatkihe only caught low balls.” When the
coach asked him to try to at least help with tlyeb8ills too, the man got huffy and
complained that he was “always being pushed ardumihen it was his turn to bat, he
refused. He said that he didn't feel comfortalsle¢tee center of attention, that he didn’t
like being put on the spot. Yet, he was a bigadf the people who did go to bat every
time they didn’t meet his precise expectationst &uconsidered himself a supportive
team member! And although he groused about homswthers were, he never came
to practice sessions or workshops to learn newnigaks and skills himself. Whenever
the team made a special appeal for help, the mahdvpootest that “they always want
something form me,” yet also grumbled about otlieas “they don’t give the team
enough support!” Still, the man was always sugatihen someone would ask, “are
you a member of the team?” “Of course | am!” hwuld respond, “Isn’t it obvious?”

*%k*%
There was a man who claimed ot belong to a chuiClertainly I'm a member!” He
proclaimed if anyone asked.....

*%k*%
This fellow certainly isn’'t a very helpful membefrtas team, is he? Not many coaches
would be very happy with him! But aren’t his atties and excuses all too often found
among members of the church “team™? If these idea¥ fit in baseball, how much less
do they belong in the church! The Easter messe&@®d’s redeeming love calls every
person to an active fellowship in faith. Christdlifor you, so you can live for Christ!
Christ arose from death, so that you might risiféd This is more than team spirit; it is
the work of the Holy Spirit! Participate in themamunity of Christians called the church
to keep the Good News fresh for you and the mynstdesus strong! Share the joy!

Christ is risen! Hallelujah!
\ ~ JOIN
% _0UR

N _TEAM!



