
 

 
FEBRUARY 2010 
Newsletter articles are due  
SUNDAY February 21 
Items can be emailed to 
newsletter@ebenezerreformed.com 
or put in the box in the Narthex.  Thank you. 
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Many stories about the origin of Valentine’s Day have come 
down through the centuries. There’s no definitive story, but most 
revolve around the imprisonment of Valentinus (St. Valentine) for 
his disregard of Roman laws.  
 
Many legends are also associated with Valentine’s Day. For 
example, because birds seemed to arrive and mate in some 

countries in mid-February, human couples came to be called “love birds.”  
 
In 1667, the first recorded Valentine card was printed. Today, people will give their sweethearts 
countless millions of cards and acres of heart-shaped boxes filled with candy. But why wait for 
Valentine’s Day to share love with others? Remember Jesus’ words in John 13:34 (NRSV): “I 
give you a new commandment, that you love one another.”�



Forty is a number packed with Biblical meaning. The 
book of Genesis says that when God caused a flood to 
cover the earth, it rained for 40 days and 40 nights.  
When Moses went up the mountain to meet with God, 
he remained there for forty days. When Moses sent 
spies to scout out the Promised Land, they were gone 
for forty days and forty nights. When the Hebrew 

people balked at taking the land God was gifting them, God sent them back into the wilderness 
for 40 more years. 

For forty days Goliath taunted the army of Israel before David slain him with a single smooth 
stone. Elijah hid from Jezebel in the wilderness for forty days while God provided for him. Jesus 
spent forty days fasting in the wilderness after he was baptized.  

The significance of the number forty carries on in the Church today. Lent is a period of forty 
days (excluding Sundays, which are reserved for worship). It begins on Ash Wednesday and 
continues up to Easter Sunday.   You might say that Lent is a forty day journey. It is, in a sense, a 
time set aside for us to journey with Jesus as he ended his ministry and turned his face toward 
Jerusalem, toward the time and the place of his execution.  

Just as we prepare for any big occasion, Lent is rightly seen as a time of intentional remembering 
and preparing. During Lent we take time each day to remember the sacrifice that Christ offered 
upon the cross, and the price that he paid for our sakes.  

It is fitting, then, that this forty day journey begin with Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday is the 
archway that marks the entrance to our Lenten journey. It is the gate that we must walk through 
to begin our walk with Jesus to the cross. And so it is fitting that Ash Wednesday is a time when 
we take account of our humanity. A day when we realize that from dust we were created and to 
dust we shall return. A day when we ask God, in amazement, “what is humankind, that you are 
mindful of us?” 

This year I’d like to begin what I think is a new tradition at Ebenezer – but one of the most 
ancient traditions in the life of the Christian church. This year we will observe Ash Wednesday, 
the first day of the Lenten journey. We’ll be holding an Ash Wednesday service on February 17 
at 7 p.m. I am hoping that many of you will be able to attend. And that together we can walk 
through the gate and enter into Lent together.  

Following Ash Wednesday, we’ll also be holding a special Lenten worship series on Sunday 
evenings at the church. The first Lenten worship service will be on February 21 at 6 p.m. and 
continue on through March. 
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The Newsletter is now available on our church website (www.ebenezerreformed.com).  We have 
a great opportunity to use the Newsletter as an outreach tool and let seekers looking at our 
website know what is going on at our church.  Please submit information via email or the box in 
the narthex before the deadline.  I may not put in everything that is submitted due to space 
restrictions, but that doesn’t mean it won’t be used in a later issue.  Community events and notes 
of thanks are also posted on the bulletin board in fellowship hall, so be sure to check it 
frequently.  If you haven’t been on the website lately log on.  It has been updated and now the 
sermons are available as MP3 files and as a podcast that can be subscribed to.    

Food Pantry Collection                
The food pantry collection on Sunday, February 7 will go to People Helping People in Byron. 
The groceries carts are in the narthex. 

Deacon Fund Offering 
February 7 there will be a special collection for the Deacon Fund. This fund is designed to 
provide financial assistance during emergency situations to those who are regular worshippers as 
Ebenezer Reformed Church.  As the body of Christ, we want to exemplify Jesus by lovingly and 
compassionately sharing our resources with others in their time of need.  If you have an 
emergency need you can contact any of the deacons or call the church office (815-732-6313). 
For any questions you might have please contact a Deacon.  
  

   

More than 20 years ago, the Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple prayer from a single 
youth group:              
“Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us to be mindful of those without even 
a bowl of soup to eat.”              
Since that day, more than $60 million has been raised for local charities across the country 
through the Souper Bowl of Caring. It has become a powerful movement that is transforming 
Super Bowl weekend into the nation’s largest youth-led weekend of giving and serving.  
Through this mission, young people learn what it’s like to make a positive difference in the 
world – as they collect food, raise money and volunteer to work in charities that provide shelter 
to the homeless, food to the hungry and compassion to those in need.  Please join with the youth 
and be a part of this movement that is sharing God’s love with those in need. Please give 
generously on Super Bowl Sunday, February 7, 2010. The youth will be collecting donations 
following the morning worship service.  Every dollar donated will go to our three local food 
pantries: Lifeline (Oregon), People Helping People (Byron) and Bread of Life (Stillman Valley), 
our 2010 Souper Bowl of Caring charities of choice. 
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Ladies Aid                                                                                                                                              
The Ladies Aid Missionary Society meets the first Wednesday of each month at 1:30 P.M. at the 
church.  There is a Bible Study, devotions, refreshments and each member brings a scripture 
verse for “roll call” relating to a certain topic.  Ladies Aid takes an offering to support various 
ministries throughout the community, denomination and the world.  They also serve luncheons 
when requested by family members at the time of funerals in the church.  Do you have a couple 
hours to give one afternoon a month?  Age doesn’t matter; this ministry is open to all women of 
the church.  There will not be a regular meeting in February.  On Saturday, February 13 at 
1:30 PM Ladies Aid will be celebrating Allene Chermak’s Birthday at Pinecrest Manor in Mt 
Morris.  Come and help her celebrate with Cake and Ice cream, devotions, singing and bingo. 

Naomi Ruth                                                                                                                               
Naomi Ruth is a women’s Bible study that meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month (except 
December & January) at 7:00 P.M.  Each member takes turns leading the Bible Study.  This 
group is open to all women of the church.  Are you looking for a Ladies Bible Study?           
Come join Naomi Ruth on February 16, Barb Dowd will lead the Bible Study. 

Ash Wednesday & Lenten Services 
On Ash Wednesday, February 17th we will be having an Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 PM.  
So, there will be no Kid's Club, Coffee Break, Men's Group or meals served.  There will also be 
services at 6:00 PM on Sundays during Lent startling February 21 (skipping the 28th for the 
talent show) through Palm Sunday on March 28. 
 
Jolly Seniors                                                                                                                               
Jolly Seniors is a time for anyone over the age of fifty to get together for Christian fellowship 
and fun. They meet the 3rd Thursday of every month at noon for a potluck meal. There are no 
officers or dues. Each month a designated host and/or hostess plan and serve the event. There is 
scripture reading and prayer. Outings to local restaurants or other activities are scheduled.   If 
you are fifty or over you are invited to the meeting on February 18 at noon; please bring a dish to 
pass.  Bob Van Stedum is the host this month. 
 

Please note the new times and dates for Roots Youth Group         
•Roots Youth Groups                                                                                                                       
Senior High School: 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month 6:00-7:30PM 
at Ebenezer                                                 
Junior High School: 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month 6:00-7:30PM 
at Ebenezer 

•Roots Small Groups                                                
Senior High School: 2nd and 4th Monday of the month 6:00-7:00PM 
at Student Houses                                                                         
Junior High School: 1st and 3rd Monday of the month 6:00-7:00PM 
at Student Houses                                                                                    
Youth Group members are also encouraged to come to church on 
Wednesday nights and help with Kid’s Club.  For more information   
please contact Dave Brondyke at 563-212-1633. 



 “Getting to know you…”                                                                                                                     
I‘m going to be setting aside time to get better acquainted with you as individuals and as couples.  
Specifically, I want to know about you, about Ebenezer, and especially about how your life and 
this church’s life intersect.  You are invited – whether you’re a member, a regular attendee, or 
just an occasional visitor, each of you are part of what makes Ebenezer unique.  I am scheduling 
the time 45 minutes per meeting.  Please look for a sign-up sheet in the fellowship area.  Feel 
free to talk to me if you have questions or special needs.  Pastor Brion. 

        

Our coffee signup board, outside the kitchen, still has 
many openings and we need your help, especially in clean 
up.  Also, it’s come to our attention that the coffee fund is 
not as flush as usual.  This could mean that we will have 
to eliminate the donuts.  If you enjoy a donut with 
fellowship, please be sure to donate to coffee fellowship 
by placing money in the basket on the table or putting it in 
the collection labeled “coffee fellowship”.  As always, if 
you would like to bake or want to serve for something 
special, please be sure to note it on the board and tell Barb 
Dowd in advance for your help in this area.  Thank you.

  

Exercise Program                                                                                                            
Come and join us on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. for 
walking exercises and light aerobics.  It will be held at the church in the family life center.  This 
will be open to the community, so invite your friends.  There is no charge and we will break for 
the summer.  There will be a short time of devotion and prayer at the end of each session.  If you 
have any questions, please see Barb Dowd or call her at 815-988-5982. 

Talent/Variety Show 
Are the winter blahs getting you down?  Do you long for green grass and daffodils rather than 
brown lawns and dirty remnants of snow banks?  Well…… you’re just going to have to be 
patient with the rest of us!  BUT to help pass the time until warmer temperatures arrive, grab 
some friend and plan your act for the annual Ebenezer Talent/Variety Show February 28.   The 
show starts at 6.  If you don’t feel you have been blessed with a talent you want to share on stage 
(that’s never stopped the Coffee Break girls) please plan to attend for dinner and a great show to 
help support the Roots Youth Group.  Volunteers to help prepare and serve the meal will also be 
needed.  For more information please contact Dave Brondyke at 563-212-1633. 
 
 
 

 
“Worrying does not empty tomorrow if its troubles; it empties today of its strength” 

 



Consistory Councils   

Property/Stewardship:  
This council oversees the use and maintenance of church property and involves members in 
giving of our time, talents, financial support and other means of stewardship, not only material 
but also spiritual. (1 Peter 4:10)    
       
Bill Welty (Chair) 815-732-1303* 
Jerry Dowd (Staff Relations)  
 

            Jim Rosenbalm*  
   

Discipleship/Education:  
This council provides direction for the church in the areas of discipleship and education. It is 
responsible for fostering growth in our Christian lives and guiding us in the teaching of God's 
Word. (Matthew 28:19-20) 
 
 Lynn Jorgenson (Chair) 815-757-0314  
 Dan Sievers (Staff Relations)  

            Dean Rieck  
            Dave Brondyke (Dir. of Ed.)  

  
Worship/Music:   
This council provides direction for the congregation in the areas of worship and music. The aim 
of worship and music is for us to draw near to a Holy God(Hebrews 10:19-25; Isaiah 6:1-8), for 
us to give expression to our time with Him and to have our lives transformed in the process. 
(Romans 12:1-2)     
      
Dave Bjorklund (Chair) 815-234-5665*  
Val Herriot (Staff Relations)  

            Mark Lohman  

   
Mission/Outreach:  
This council provides direction for the church in the areas of discipleship and education. It is 
responsible for fostering growth in our Christian lives and guiding us in the teaching of God's 
Word. (Matthew 28:19-20)      
    
John Smith (Chair) 815-234-2493*  
Lorna Snapp (Staff Relations)  

            Dave Wolf 

 
Individuals from the congregation are invited and encouraged to join a council and attend 
the council meetings.  Council meetings are held at 7:00pm at the church on the following 
dates:    

�  February 9, 2010 

�  April 13, 2010 

�  June 8, 2010 

�  August 10, 2010 

�  October 12, 2010 

�  December 14, 2010 

*New Consistory member as of January 2010 

�



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

1 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Small 
Group SH 
 
6:30 PM 
DivorceCare and 
DC4K 
 

2 3 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
5:45 PM Dinner 
6:30 PM   Kid’s 
Club/Coffee 
Break/Men’s Bible 
Study 

4 5 
8:30-9:30 
AM Exercise 
 
9:30 AM 
Bible Study 
and Prayer 
 

6 
7:30 AM 
Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

7 Souper Bowl of Caring 
9:00 AM Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 
Deacon Fund Offering 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Discovering your 
spiritual gifts  
6:00-7:30 PM Roots 
Youth Group SH*  

8 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Small 
Group JH* 
6:30 PM 
DivorceCare and 
DC4K 
 

9 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Consistory 
Councils 

10 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
5:45 PM Dinner 
6:30 PM   Kid’s 
Club/Coffee 
Break/Men’s Bible 
Study 
 

11 12 
8:30-9:30 
AM Exercise 
 
 
9:30 AM 
Bible Study 
and Prayer 

13 
7:30 AM 
Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
1:30 PM  
Ladies Aid 
Birthday 
Celebration @ 
Pinecrest for 
Allene 
Chermak 

14 
9:00 AM Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 
Parent Meeting 
 

 
 
6:00-7:30 PM Roots 
Youth Group JH 

15 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Small 
Group SH 
 
6:30 PM 
DivorceCare and 
DC4K 
 

16 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Naomi Ruth 

17 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Ash 
Wednesday Service 

18 
 
 
12:00 PM 
Jolly 
Seniors 

19 
 
8:30-9:30 
AM Exercise 
 
9:30 AM 
Bible Study 
and Prayer 

20 
7:30 AM 
Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

21 1st Sunday in Lent 
Newsletter Items Due 
 
 
9:00 AM Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 
6:00 PM Lenten Service 
6:00-7:30 PM Roots 
Youth Group SH 

22 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
6:00-7:00 PM 
Roots Small 
Group JH 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
6:30 PM 
Elders/ 
Deacons 
Meetings 
7:00 PM 
Consistory 

24 
8:30-9:30 AM 
Exercise 
 
5:45 PM Dinner 
6:30 PM   Kid’s 
Club/Coffee 
Break/Men’s Bible 
Study 

25 26 
8:30-9:30 
AM Exercise 
 
 
9:30 AM 
Bible Study 
and Prayer 

27 
7:30 AM 
Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
Children in 
Worship 
Training 

28 2nd   Sunday in Lent 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 
 
6:00PM Talent Show 

*JH is Junior 
High (6-8th 
grades) 
*SH is Senior 
High (9-12th 
grades) 
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7th  
 
 
 
14th  
 
 
 
 
21st 
 
 
 
 
28th  
 
 
 

GREETERS: 
USHERS: 

 
 

GREETERS: 
 

USHERS: 
 
 
GREETERS: 

 
USHERS: 

 
 

GREETERS: 
 

USHERS: 
 
 
 

Dave Brondyke and the Roots group 
Dave Brondyke and the Roots group 
 
 
Grace Henley, Marjorie Holtapp 
Dick & Phyllis Cain 
Steve, Tracie & Heidie Raine 
 
 
Dave & Bev Bjorklund and family 
Bob & Katie Van Stedum 
Mark & Myrna Lohman 
 
 
Dave & Jodie Lehne and family 
Jim & Vada Rosenbalm 
Rick & Kathy Snodgrass and family 

 
 
 

    
Nursery  
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Advance notice:  
Iron Sharpens Iron 
Iron Sharpens Iron National Men’s Conference is coming to Rockford, IL on March 13th!  This 
is a one-day men’s conference for men of all ages!  It is specifically geared to equip men for 
godly living and spiritual leadership.  Iron Sharpens Iron (ISI) is a one-day equipping conference 
for men and local churches.  The conference offers 2 keynote speakers, leaders in ministry to 
men, and 16 different seminars specifically for men on issues relevant to men.   
 
Equip:    Iron Sharpens Iron is an equipping conference for men. We not only seek to build up 
men as individuals, but we strive to help and support the local church by providing seminars to 
equip men to minister to other men in their own local church. Our main objective is to support 
you, the local church pastor and your men’s ministry leaders. 
Growth:    This conference is not just for the leaders. You just never know who God is 
incubating a new ministry in. You may have a man sitting in the wings right now that God is 
preparing to use to minister to other men. Don’t limit your men’s ministry leadership to just a 
few. Bring as many men as you can and help them to spread their ministry wings. 
Fellowship:   We encourage you to bring any and all of your men to ISI. It is a great time for 
your men to experience being with other Christian men from other churches in your community 
and region, fostering unity in the Body of Christ. 
Worship:   During the plenary sessions, ISI provides a worshipful atmosphere where any man 
can engage the risen and living God. The music is masculine, engaging, and quality. 
 
Focal Point Ministries will be hosting this event on March 13, 2010! 
For more information contact Joe Wolf at (815) 562-3041 

 
 

 
 

 
           February Birthdays 
 

3 Aaron Berg 
4 Jerry Dowd 
5 Katie VanStedum 
9 Lisa Gale 
10 Patrick Huston 
11 Mitchell Reecher 
12 Allene Chermak 
 Ryan Schriner 
13 Barb Dowd 
14 Patrick Herriot 
 Jacob Reecher 
 

15 Dennis Flanagan 
21     David Brondyke 
23  Emily Lehne 
 Aaron Brooks 
24 Hugh Blumeyer 
25 Allissa Martin 
 
We are attempting to update the birthday and 
anniversary list.  If your birthday or 
anniversary is incorrect or missing, please 
send an email to 
newsletter@ebenzerreformed.com or put a 
note in the newsletter box in the Narthex.  
Thank you!!!! 


