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Cultivating Good Habits

Entering a new year is a good time to inventorytmbits — the bad ones as well as the
good. Greek philosopher Aristotle once opined as $hibject: “Moral excellence comes
about as a result of habit. We become just by dpisgacts. We become temperate by
doing temperate acts. We become brave by doingelaets.”

Just so, we will become faithful lovers of God leyisusly worshiping and faithfully
following the Christian way of life. Attending cavpate worship, learning more about
Christianity, doing good deeds for others and pigaiting in fellowship events are all goo
habits. They enhance your life and bring joy togde@round you.
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Permission to Say “No” (or Even “Yes!”)

Have you ever noticed that some people can taketask and it just seems to energize them? Thea the
are others who try the same thing, and you camaeest just wears them down. The difference, | khin
largely depends on how we've been gifted by Godelive take on a role that naturally fits an area
where we've been gifted in by God, more often thahwe find the work gives us a sense of satisfacti
We may feel tired, but we also feel strangely conénd fulfilled about what we’ve just done. Aeth
same time, when we try to take on something wedtegifted in, we eventually find ourselves slogging
through the work, waiting — justaiting — for the first chance to get out of the morasvevgotten
ourselves into. Instead of exhilarated we feel asted, instead of contentment, we feel mostly copte

Spiritual gifts are special abilities that the H&8pirit has given every believer to be used in adiray
God’s kingdom. Every (yegvery Christian in this world is endowed with a comliiaa of spiritual
gifts. False modesty is not allowed (“aw shucksave no gifts”) — to make such a claim is to diggar
God and the work of the Spirit. Those whom Godsgdle equips. Period.

During my meetings with you over the past few mardhe question | ask is: “tell me what gifts (or
talents) you bring to Ebenezer that helps makedisch what it is.” For many, this is a difficult
guestion to answer. For some, it's a matter of neaging thought much about what gifts we mightéav
For others, it's a matter of not understanding hade-ranging God’s different gifts can be. And as a
result we falsely think that we’re just not giftetet when | follow up by asking what roles or tashs
person has done at church that they've found naistfging, they can usually answer the questioflyeas
These things we enjoy are hints at the areas ofjifteddness.

Starting on Sunday, January 10, at 6 p.m. I'll be iering a 5-week series on discovering our
spiritual gifts. The series is designed to help us see how Godrigsely equipped you to help build up
his church.l’d strongly encourage each of you to invest in thee five 90-minute sessions to attend
and learn about spiritual gifts in general, and yous in particular.

Learning about what spiritual gifts are, what diffiet shapes they take, and which ones God has given
you benefits both the church and you individudlyenefits the church in that many more membens ca
find their “niche” and apply themselves for the woff the kingdom. Everyone dips an oar in the water
you might say. And second, Christ's church fundibetter when its members carry out roles for which
they've been equipped by the Holy Spirit — we worre effectively in the areas for which we’ve been
gifted.

And it benefits you as well. First, working in aseshere your gifted lifts the burden and the serise
awkwardness that often happens when we try to woakeas outside of your giftedness. Doing the work
of God’s kingdom becomes deeply pleasurable anchimgful. Second, when you exercise your gifts
your spiritual life will blossom; you’ll feel morspiritually alive than you ever have. And finally,

knowing which gifts you have gives you guilt-freermission to say “no” to requests to become invlve
in areas that you just aren’t gifted for. Sayingwithout guilt? Now isn’t thaaloneworth the price of
admission?

Seriously, | truly hope you will accept the chatierof becoming all that God has designed you td be.
look forward to seeing you next Sunday evening aing.



Food Pantry Drive

Sunday, January 3rd our Food Pantry Drive will bedfiting BREAD OF LIFE in Stillman
Valley. As we "Count our many blessings” duringi&tmas and into the New Year, let us not
forget our neighbors who are still out of work,ksior for some other reason, perhaps, have to
make choices between heat, medicine or food.ouflyave ample food in your pantry, please
help to fill our grocery carts to overflowing onagain! Thank you for your generous hearts.

Exercise Program

Do you need to lose weight or want to get in stefper the holidays? Come and join us
beginning January 4, 2010 on Monday, Wednesdayraddy mornings from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30
a.m. for walking exercises and light aerobicswilt be held at the church in the family life
center. This will be open to the community, sateyour friends. There is no charge and we
will break for the summer. There will be a sharid of devotion and prayer at the end of each
session. If you have any questions, please sde[Bawd or call her at 815-988-5982.

Spiritual Gifts

Beginning Sunday, January 10th Pastor Brooks willdaching a 5 week program, for adults, on
“Spiritual Gifts” starting at 6pm at the churchorfmore information please see Pastor Brion’s
letter Permission to Say “No” (or Even “Yes!”) ini$ newsletter.

Getting to know you...

I‘m going to be setting aside time to get betteyuminted with you as individuals and as couples.
Specifically, | want to know about you, about Elesre and especially about how your life and
this church’s life intersect. You are invited —eter you're a member, a regular attendee, or
just an occasional visitor, each of you are paxtioat makes Ebenezer unique. | am scheduling
the time 45 minutes per meeting. Please look fg@a-up sheet in the fellowship area. Feel
free to talk to me if you have questions or spengdds. Pastor Brion.

Jolly Seniors

Jolly Seniors will not be meeting in January

Jolly Seniors is a time for anyone over the agiftyfto get together for Christian fellowship

and fun. They meet the 3rd Thursday of every mahtioon for a potluck meal. There are no
officers or dues. Each month a designated hosbahdktess plan and serve the event. There is
scripture reading and prayer. Outings to locala@stnts or other activities are scheduled.

Naomi Ruth

Naomi Ruth will not be meeting in January

Naomi Ruth is a women’s Bible study that meetshen3rd Tuesday of each month (except
December & January) at 7:00 P.M. Each member takas leading the Bible Study. This
group is open to all women of the church. Are {anking for a Ladies Bible Study?



Ladies Aid

Ladies Aid will not be meeting in January and Febrary

The Ladies Aid Missionary Society meets the firsgdilesday of each month at 1:30 P.M. at the
church. There is a Bible Study, devotions, refreshts and each member brings a scripture
verse for “roll call” relating to a certain topid.adies Aid takes an offering to support various
ministries throughout the community, denominatiod ¢he world. They also serve luncheons
when requested by family members at the time oéfais in the church. Do you have a couple
hours to give one afternoon a month? Age doesattan this ministry is open to all women of
the church.

New Address

John Lindvall has gone to warm and sunny FloriddHe cold winter months. His address is:
Woodpark 409F

635 30th Ave

Bradenton, FL 34205

Pastor Phil Rauwerdink Plans to Retire

As his 65th birthday approaches on December 319, R8v. Philip Rauwerdink plans to retire
as a Minister in the Reformed Church of AmericdteAten years as a called Pastor at the
Glendale Reformed Church in Queens, New York Qiy &n years as a Specialized Interim
Minister at seven churches in lllinois, Indiana &iconsin. Pastor Phil has decided to end his
full-time ministry as a Pastor. He plans to remamilable for preaching (Pulpit Supply),
Specialized Interim Ministry contracts, and coraititin for Natural Church Development,
Healthy Congregations and Vision for Missions. s Home-base will be a condominium he
purchased on the wooded border of the Maywood-Ebtud. May Environmental Park on the
North side of Sheboygan, Wisconsin.

He can be reached at: 2835 Windepoint Court, Sjggbg WI 53083

Phone: 920-287-7361 Email: philiprauwerdink@ chamtst

Roots Youth Group
Please note the new times and dates for Roots YouBroup
- Roots Youth Groups
Senior High School: 1st and 3rd Sunday of the mérfid-7:30PM at Ebenezer
Junior High School: 2nd and 4th Sunday of the m@&n@@-7:30PM at Ebenezer
Roots Small Groups
Senior High School: 2nd and 4th Monday of the md@&h@®-7:00PM at Student Houses
Junior High School: 1st and 3rd Monday of the mdh00-7:00PM at Student Houses

Roots Youth Group will begin Sunday January 10 withior High Youth Group.

Roots Small Groups will begin Monday January 1hv@enior High Group.

Youth Group members are also encouraged to comieut@h on Wednesday nights and help
with Kid’s Club.

On January 15, 16, 17 the Senior High will be atteg Sno Camp Winter Retreat at Pine Trail
Camp Saugatak, MI.

For more information please contact Dave BrondyKe68-212-1633.



Coffee Break

Coffee Break (a Bible study for women) will resuoreWednesday, January™.at 6:30 PM.
Coffee Break’s next study is titled “Discover theybf Sharing Jesus”. Have you wanted to
share your love for Jesus with others, but jush'tlichow where to start? This 4 week study will
motivate and train you to discover the joy of shgrdesus through a proven approach that starts
with prayer and concludes with the joyful confiderand ability to "answer everyone." Coffee
Break is open to all women of the church college agd older. Please join them in this exciting
new study. For more information contact Melissad&ter at 815-978-9721 or Jean Frampton at
815-632-8112.

Christmas Caroling

A group of 36 people of all ages gathered to caralur homebound members as well as our 90
yr and over members. The carolers delivered sgoaltie baskets as well. Everyone that was
visited seemed to really appreciate it! Thankaltevho caroled and donated goodies, as well as
the Brooks family for opening their home to usdorevening of food and fellowship.

College Care Packages

Although our college students are physically awaynfus during the school months, they
remain near in our hearts, thoughts and prayessa éhurch we recently sent out 14 care boxes
to our students who are away at college . . .aSldath as Wisconsin, East to Kentucky, South
to Decatur and West to California. The studentsevedl very excited and appreciative that we
remembered them. Again, thanks to all who dongtextiies and helped pack the boxes.

There is a thank you note from Lexie Huston onliketin board in the Narthex. Other notes
will be posted there as they are received.

Sunday School Christmas Program
Thank you to everyoneho helped make the Sunday School Christmas prograntcess!

Christmas Cantata

Thank you to everyone who participated in the _
Christmas Cantata and especially to Dean Rieck an
Cara Stewart for all their hard work.



Christmas Gift Program

Thanks to all who participated in the Christmag B8rbgram for Neighbors Nursing Home in
Byron. This is a great program that we have begtigipating in for years. The residents write
what they want on a tag and then the items arehpsex by us, wrapped and delivered. This is
an easy and inexpensive way to share the joy astms with someone in need.
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MORE THAN 20 YEARS AGO, the Souper Bowl of Caringdan with a simple prayer from a
single youth group:

“Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game |ih@s to be mindful of those without even
a bowl of soup to eat.”

Since that day, more than $60 million has beereddisr local charities across the country
through the Souper Bowl of Caring. It has becorpewserful movement that is transforming
Super Bowl weekend into the nation’s largest ydaethweekend of giving and serving.
Through this mission, young people learn whatliks to make a positive difference in the
world — as they collect food, raise money and vtdanto work in charities that provide shelter
to the homeless, food to the hungry and compagsitmse in need.

Please join with the youth and be a part of thiz@neent that is sharing God’s love with those in
need. Please give generously on Super Bowl Surkadoypary 7, 2010. The youth will be
collecting donations following the morning worsisigrvice. Every dollar donated will go to our
three local food pantries: Lifeline (Oregon), Peodelping People (Byron) and Bread of Life
(Stillman Valley), our 2010 Souper Bowl of Caringatities of choice.

Child Draws Humorous Picture of Christmas

A little girl came home from Sunday school wavingaper for her mother to see. "Look
Mommy," she exclaimed, "Teacher says | drew thetmogsual Christmas picture she ever
saw!" Her mother took one look and had to agrile thie teacher. Hoping her daughter could
explain her creation, the mother asked, "Why drthake people riding in the back of an
airplane?"

"Well, Mommy, that's the flight into Egypt."

Accepting that, mother asked another question:d'8hhis mean-looking man in the front?"
Her daughter answered quickly and knowingly: "ThRbntius, the Pilot."

Looking at the picture even more closely, the rapo#aid, "l see you have Mary and Joseph and
the baby. But who is this large man sitting beHaly?"

"Can't you tell?" the little girl asked, beginnitgshake her head in disappointment. "That's
Round John Virgin."

—John Beukema, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania




MEETING

Our annual Congregational Meeting will be held am&y, January 24.
Following worship we’ll have a potluck lunch in tRamily Life Center. We will then
move directly into the meeting.

Important items of business will be dealt with.ckgear the terms of two elders
and two deacons on the consistory expire and nesops need to be elected. The
consistory acts as a nominating committee and na@snpersons selected from names
submitted by the congregation. The nominees bgindorth this year are Dave
Bjorklund and John Smith as elders and Bill Wehlgd dim Rosenbalm as deacons. Other
nominations can be made at the meeting, provideylihve been asked prior to the
meeting if they are willing to serve and have cose to do so.

Another major item for the meeting is approvingualdet for 2010. This is more
than dollars and cents. It has a direct impaavbat we do or don’t do in ministry. We
want to be wise stewards of the resources Godikieas gs. Packets containing the
proposed budget will be distributed on January Rleéase prayerfully review them.

We will hear reports from the four consistory coilsiabout ministry that has
been done this past year and what is in storenoyear ahead. Dave Brondyke and
Pastor Brion will give their reports on our chutitd. The Ebenezer Cemetery Board
will also give their report.

We urge all members to attend the meeting. Non-peesnare welcomed to come
as well, but they cannot vote. Pray for the megtihat God will lead us together where
He wants us to go.

“Even though the last meeting was an
eternity, Sam, well continue to call
this report the minutes.”




Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satday
e 2
DA |
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1 oo
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Food Pantry Collection | 8:30-9:30 AM 8:30-9:30 AM 8:30-9:30 AM | 7:30 AM
9:00 AM Sunday School| Exercise Exercise Exercise Men’s
10:00 AM Worship Breakfast
6:30 PM 9:30 AM Bible
DivorceCare and Study and
DC4K Prayer
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9:00 AM Sunday School| 8:30-9:30 AM 8:30-9:30 AM 8:30-9:30 AM | 7:30 AM
10:00 AM Worship Exercise Exercise Exercise Men’s
9:30 AM Bible | Breakfast
6:00 PM Discovering 6:00-7:00 PM 7:00 PM 5:45 PM Dinner Study and
Your Spiritual Gifts Roots Small Group Steering 6:30 PM Kid’s Prayer
SH* Committee | Club/Coffee
6:00-7:30 PM Roots Break/Men’s SH Sno Camp
Youth GroupJH* 6:30 PM Bible Study
DivorceCare and
DC4K
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:00 AM Sunday School| 8:30-9:30 AM 8:30-9:30 AM 8:30-9:30 AM | 7:30 AM
10:00 AM Worship Exercise Exercise Exercise Men’s
9:30 AM Bible | Breakfast
6:00 PM Discovering 6:00-7:00 PM 5:45 PM Dinner Study and
Your Spiritual Gifts Roots Small Groug 6:30 PM Kid’s Prayer
JH Club/Coffee
6:00-7:30 PM Roots Break/Men’s
Youth Group $i 6:30 PM Bible Study
DivorceCare and
DC4K
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Newsletter ltems Due | 8:30-9:30 AM 6:30 PM 8:30-9:30 AM 9:308:30-9:30 | 7:30 AM
9:00 AM Sunday School| Exercise Elders/ Exercise AM Exercise Men’s
10:00 AM Worship Deacons AM Bible Breakfast
CONGREGATIONAL 6:00-7:00 PM Meetings | 5:45 PM Dinner Study and
MEETING Roots Small Group 7:00 PM 6:30 PM Kid’s Prayer
6:00 PM Discovering SH Consistory | Club/Coffee
Your Spiritual Gifts Break/Men’s
6:30 PM Bible Study
6:00-7:30 PM Roots DivorceCare and
Youth Group 8 DC4K
31
9:00 AM Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
6:00 PM Discovering
Your Spiritual Gifts

*JH denotes Junior Hugh (grades 6-8) SH is Senighgrades 9-12)
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Dave Brondyke and the Roots group
Dave Brondyke and the Roots group

Tim & Brenda Koeller and family

Joe & Susan Wolf

Lula Reineke, George Reineke

Ellen Hitchcock

John & Rosalyn Smith and family

Bill & Judy Welty

Ellen Mason, Lynn Jorgenson and

Becky Griswold

Lance & Marge Barnes
Carl & Marilyn Berg

Ken & Dee Haak and June Noorlag

Jim & Vada Rosenbalm

Tony & Kathy Berg and family
Jerry & Barb Dowd and Janet Tomsic
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Congratulations Graduates!

Aubrey Fearer graduated from Oregon High School in
December. Aubrey's very excited to be done wiglsichool
and she's even more excited for what's ahead foShe's going
to take this next semester and go to communitegelin TX
and get a head start on her college studies. $belé back to
Oregon this summer to graduate officially with bkass, OHS
class of 2009. In the fall she'll go to either TGtBaylor. She's
hoping to get a degree in fashion and public r@hsti Aubrey is
Aubrey the daughter of Bill and MaryAnn Fearer

Jackie Jorgenson graduated from Judson Universiexember 12, 2009

where she earned a BA degree in Human Resourcegdaremt. Jackie is
the daughter of Lynn Jorgenson.

Jackie

Aaron Berg graduated from Northern Illinois Univiggysn
December 13, 2009. He earned a BS degree ingadlgcience.

He is pursuing employment in the teaching fieldaréxn is the son
of Carl and Marilyn Berg.

Aaron (and mom)

Deena Herriot graduated from Eastern lllinois Umsity in December with
a bachelor’s degree in Communications. She wiiticoie to live and
work in that area. Deena is the daughter of Dah\éal Herriot.

Deena




January Birthdays

3
5
6

9

11
12
14
16
17
18

20

21

23

25
26
27
28

29

Alex Woodworth
Jane Freeman
Gary McDanel
Scott Woodworth
Liz Brooks

Jackie Schumacher
John Ehmen

Dan Flanagan
Alice Maas
Morgan Gale
Roger Nordman
Jennifer Grygiel
Ginger McDanel
Kaitlyn Smith

Paul Chermak
Dave Wolf

Shirley Jacobs
Josh Jorgenson
Tracie Raine
Duane Snodgrass
Tom Gale

Ellie Lehne
MaryAnn Oltmanns
Dale Boomgarden
Nick Schriner
Kharisa Chapple
Ciam Grygiel
Terilynn Best

and Anniversaries!!!!

21

We are attempting to update the birthday and
anniversary list. If your birthday or
anniversary is incorrect or missing, please

Mr. & Mrs. John Bonte

send an email to

newsletter@ebenzerreformed.com or put a
note in the newsletter box in the Narthex.

Thank you!!l!




(From the Rockford Rescue Mission “Rescuer” Nevistet



