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Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness 
of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men. 
Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness come with every gift and 
good desires with every greeting. Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be 
merry with clear hearts. 
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children, and the Christmas evening bring us to our 
beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
Robert Louis Stevenson 
(1850-1894) 
 
The first Christmas gift was also the best—a Savior. Through Jesus’ birth and death and resurrection, He 
reconciled God and man. We no longer have to stagger under the burden of guilt and shame. Our hearts can 
be clear, because Jesus paid the penalty for our sins. We can be forgiven if we repent and believe in Him. 
God’s love overcomes hatred and evil, and enables us to love one another. His kindness to us inspires us to 
be kind to one another. When we are grateful for His forgiveness, we are moved to forgive others. This spirit 
of love and kindness and forgiveness lasts not only for the Christmas season, but all life long for those who 
have accepted God’s gift. 
This year as you give gifts to others, remember God’s greatest gift of all—Jesus. His love allows us to “share 
in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men.” 
 



With Thanksgiving now behind us, retail stores around the nation 
proclaim the good news, “The Christmas Shopping Season is Here!” 
And it’s easy to get caught up in the pressure of shopping and selecting 
and buying (or at least charging) and wrapping. Christmas is such a big 

day in the US that, from what I can tell, it’s the only holiday that people will commemorate 
weeks early or a week late – there are so many Christmas celebrations to plan and attend. 

For most consumers, the story of Christmas is the story of a baby born in a manger. For some, 
they even know that this baby is proclaimed by Christians as the messiah – the son of God. And 
to the extent they even know of Advent, it is seen as simply a time to anticipate Jesus’ birth, like 
a child awaiting the arrival of presents under the tree. Advent, after all, is the often-forgotten 
child of the all the church’s seasons. We have become conditioned into focusing so much on the 
upcoming birth that we often trample over the four weeks of Advent in our stampede to the 
manger.  

But it’s important for us as a church, for us as Christians, to remember Advent; and to 
understand what it means. 

In the long history of the church, Advent has been observed as a time of waiting and watching. A 
time of anticipation. But Advent has always looked in two directions at once. It is a time when 
we look both backward in history, where Christ came to earth in a lowly stable. But it is also 
important to remember Advent as a time of looking into the future. Just as the people of Judea 
had long awaited their messiah, so too, we as Christians await and anticipate the return of the 
messiah, and the life with God that his return will bring. 

So it’s fitting that Advent, which marks the beginning of the new church year, is a time of 
looking backward in history to the birth of the child king, and waiting and watching into the 
future for the king’s return. 

So as our culture scurries around, making all sorts of clamor in the race to Christmas, I invite you 
to make room in your soul to meditate on this time of waiting and looking – backward and 
forward – this time of Advent. Slow down and meditate – not just on the child who was born so 
long ago, but also on the King that child became and on his promised return. We owe it to those 
who suffer and are on the fringes of society to eagerly wait and pray for the return of Christ and 
the establishment of his new heaven and new earth. For it is only then that suffering and abuse 
and hunger and death will be no more.  

Remember the birth. But just as importantly, anticipate the return. Even so, come Lord Jesus. 
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“Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) 
 
We as a congregation mourn as well in the loss of Jim and Verna Reeverts with the passing of 
their son, Craig, on October 21, 2009. 
You are encouraged to send them cards and letters and remember them in prayer during this 
difficult time in their lives. 
    Their address is: 
    Jim and Verna Reeverts 
    3946 Windchime Ln 
    Lakeland, Fl  33811-3008 
 
Pastor Phil’s new address and phone number as of November 3rd: 
Philip Rauwerdink, 2835 Windepoint Court, Sheboygan, WI  53083Home phone 920-287-7361 
 
“Getting to know you…” During the next couple months, I‘m going to be setting aside time to 
get better acquainted with you as individuals and as couples.  Specifically, I want to know about 
you, about Ebenezer, and especially about how your life and this church’s life intersect.  You are 
invited – whether you’re a member, a regular attendee, or just an occasional visitor, each of you 
are part of what makes Ebenezer unique.  Given the many people in the church, I can’t schedule 
more than 45 minutes per meeting, but it’ll have to do for now.  Please look for a sign-up sheet in 
the fellowship area.  Feel free to talk to me if you have questions or special needs.  Pastor Brion. 

 
Thanks to all who helped with the soup supper.  
Donating your desserts and labor was a big help.  A 
Huge Thanks to all of you who were able to join us 
in such a wonderful evening of great food and 
fellowship! 
 
 
Also thank you to everyone who walked and/or 
donated funds to help support the Rockford Rescue 
Mission Walk-a-Mile in My Shoes. 
 
 

 
 

 

Soup Supper 2009 

Walk-a-Mile 2009 



Christmas Gift Program 
It’s time to support the annual Christmas Gift Program for the Neighbors Rehab Center in Byron.  
Those interested in participating in the gift program can take a name from the list on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex along with the letter from Kim that outlines the complete details of gift 
ideas, labeling and drop off deadline.  Please bring the gift to Neighbors as requested by Kim in 
her letter.  If you would like to donate money rather than shop please see or e-mail Debra at 
ercsecretary@hughes.net  for details. 
 
Ladies Aid                                                                                                                                              
The Ladies Aid Missionary Society meets the first Wednesday of each month at the church.  
There is a Bible Study, devotions, refreshments and each member brings a scripture verse for 
“roll call” relating to a certain topic.  Ladies Aid takes an offering to support various ministries 
throughout the community, denomination and the world.  They also serve luncheons when 
requested by family members at the time of funerals in the church.  Do you have a couple hours 
to give one afternoon a month?  Age doesn’t matter; this ministry is open to all women of the 
church.  This month’s meeting is a Christmas Potluck on December 2nd at 12:00 noon.  Gail 
Dirksen will lead the devotions. Lula Reineke and Ellen Hitchcock will be the hostess.  Choose 
an individual from the posted list for Neighbors nursing home in Byron or make a cash 
contribution (any amount) and Dee Haak will do your shopping.  Roll call will be a Scripture 
verse on “Love” 
 
Poinsettia Plants 
We will be decorating the church with poinsettia plants again this coming Advent season.  The 
cost is $5.75 per plant and can be given in memory of a deceased loved one or in honor of a 
special living person.  Order forms are located on the table in the Narthex next to the poinsettia 
box to place your form & payment in.  FIRM ORDER DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 4th…so 
please don’t hesitate!! 
 
Decorating the Sanctuary 
Saturday, December 5 from 9AM-noon we will be decorating the Sanctuary for the Christmas 
season.  Please plan to help if you are able and available. 
 
Third Annual Fair Trade Shoppe 
Biblical teachings from the Old Testament and the Gospel of Jesus call upon us to love our 
neighbor, and certainly this implies just treatment for our neighbors, near and far, who produce 
needed goods. Our globalized economy brings all of us into relationship with distant producers 
and the conditions of those producers has become a pressing moral and ethical issue.  On 
Saturday, December 5 shop from 9 am - 2 pm at the Byron Public Library for affordable and 
beautiful items made by craftspeople from developing nations.  Purchase for yourself or as a gift 
a hand-carved crèche from the West Bank, Christmas ornaments and baskets from across the 
globe, colorful knit sweaters from Nepal, silk purses from Vietnam, onyx candle holders from 
Pakistan, chocolate made with cocoa beans from Ghana, coffee from Latin America and Africa, 
fabulous jewelry from Nepal, India, Thailand, and Indonesia and much, much more.  Fair Trade 
is a movement that provides farmers and craftspeople a fair price for the products they grow or 
make.   It enables working people who live in developing nations an opportunity to feed their 
families, educate their children and have clean drinking water.  It encourages practice in the 
principles of democracy as fair trade items are produced by cooperatives that are democratically 
governed.    Contacts: Lavonne Berkeley, 815-234-3250 and Elaine Breck, 815-234-8626 
 



Deacon Fund December 6 
December 6 there will be a special collection for the Deacon Fund.  This fund is managed by the 
Board of Deacons, who will interface with the Board of Elders and Pastor Brion when necessary. 
This fund is designed to provide financial assistance during emergency situations to those who 
are regular worshippers at Ebenezer Reformed Church.  The Deacon Fund does NOT rely on the 
church budget for funding, but rather it relies on love offerings which will take place on 
communion Sundays.  As the body of Christ, we want to exemplify Jesus by lovingly and 
compassionately sharing our resources with others in their time of need.  If you should happen to 
have an emergency need you can contact any of the deacons or call the church office (815-732-
6313). For any questions you might have please contact a Deacon. 
 
Jolly Seniors                                                                                                                               
Jolly Seniors is a time for anyone over the age of fifty to get together for Christian fellowship 
and fun. They meet the 3rd Thursday of every month at noon for a potluck meal. There are no 
officers or dues. Each month a designated host and/or hostess plan and serve the event. There is 
scripture reading and prayer. Outings to local restaurants or other activities are scheduled.   If 
you are fifty or over you are invited to the meeting on December 10 for a Christmas surprise; 
please bring a dish to pass.  
 
Naomi Ruth                                                                                                                                
There will be no Naomi Ruth meeting this month. 
Naomi Ruth is a women’s Bible study that meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month (except 
December & January) at 7:00 P.M.  Each member takes turns leading the Bible Study.  This 
group is open to all women of the church.   

 
Christmas Cantata 
Sunday, December 13 during the service the choir will perform the 
Christmas Cantata “The Love of God at Christmas”.    There is still room 
open for anyone wanting to join the Christmas Cantata Choir!  Also, we 
have received the bill for our music and it is about $235.00. Anyone 
willing to support us financially can make a donation either to Mark 
Lohman, Dean Rieck or put it in the offering plate marked Christmas 
Cantata Music.  Thank you so much and we look forward to the time of 
fellowship together as we enjoy the Holiday Season!! 
Immediately following the service will be a Christmas brunch.  If you are 
able to bring food please sign up on the stand in the Narthex.  If you have 
any questions please call Bev Bjorklund at 815-234-5665  

 
Sunday School Christmas Program 
The Children’s Sunday School Christmas program will be December 13 at 6:00 PM.  
Immediately following the program there will be time for cookies and fellowship. 
 
Caroling 
Sunday, December 20 we will be caroling to our homebound and nursing home friends and 
members.  We will meet at the church at 3:00 PM.  Following caroling we will gather at the 
Brooks’ home (parsonage) for refreshments and fellowship. 
 
 
 



 
Christmas Eve Service 
The Christmas Eve Service will be Thursday, December 24 at 7:30 PM.  The Christmas Eve 
service is a special time of music, scripture and reflection on the birth of our Savior. 
 
 
Advance Notice: 
 
Exercise Program 
Do you need to lose weight or want to get in shape after the holidays?  Come and join us 
beginning January 4, 2010 on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings form 8:30AM – 9:30 
AM for walking, exercises and light aerobics.  It will be held at the church in the family life 
center.  This will be open to the community, so invite your friends.  There is no charge, and we 
will break for the summer.  There will be a short time of devotion and prayer at the end.  If you 
have any questions, please see Barb Dowd or call her at 815-988-5982. 
 
Iron Sharpens Iron 
Iron Sharpens Iron National Men’s Conference is coming to Rockford, IL on March 13th!  This is 
a one-day men’s conference for men of all ages!  It is specifically geared to equip men for godly 
living and spiritual leadership.  Iron Sharpens Iron (ISI) is a one-day equipping conference for 
men and local churches.  The conference offers 2 keynote speakers, leaders in ministry to men, 
and 16 different seminars specifically for men on issues relevant to men. 
Equip   Iron Sharpens Iron is an equipping conference for men. We not only seek to build up 
men as individuals, but we strive to help and support the local church by providing seminars to 
equip men to minister to other men in their own local church. Our main objective is to support 
you, the local church pastor and your men’s ministry leaders. 
Growth   This conference is not just for the leaders. You just never know who God is incubating 
a new ministry in. You may have a man sitting in the wings right now that God is preparing to 
use to minister to other men. Don’t limit your men’s ministry leadership to just a few. Bring as 
many men as you can and help them to spread their ministry wings. 
Fellowship   We encourage you to bring any and all of your men to ISI. It is a great time for your 
men to experience being with other Christian men from other churches in your community and 
region, fostering unity in the Body of Christ. 
Worship   During the plenary sessions, ISI provides a worshipful atmosphere where any man can 
engage the risen and living God. The music is masculine, engaging, and quality. 
Focal Point Ministries will be hosting this event on March 13, 2010! 
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1 2 
12:00 Ladies Aid 
Christmas Potluck 
5:45 Dinner 
6:30 PM  -7:45 PM 
Intergeneration 
Small Groups 
“Breathe“/Kids’ 
Club 
 

3 
7:00 PM 
Cantata 
Practice 

4 
Poinsettia 
Order 
Deadline 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and 
Prayer 
 

5 
7:30 AM 
Men’s 
Breakfast 
9:00 AM 
Decorating 

6  
2nd Sunday of Advent 
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM Worship 
Communion/Deacon 
Fund Offering 
 
6:00-7:30 PM Roots 
Youth Group 
 

7 
6:30-8:30PM 
DivorceCare 
&DC4K 
Session 3 
7:00 PM 
Cantata Practice 

8 
7:00 PM 
Consistory 
Councils 

9 
5:45 Dinner 
6:30 PM  -7:45 PM 
Intergeneration 
Small Groups 
“You“/Kids’ Club 
 

10 
7:00 PM 
Cantata 
Practice 
 
12:00 PM 
Jolly Seniors 

11 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and 
Prayer 

12 
7:30 AM 
Men’s 
Breakfast 

13 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM Worship 
 
 
6:00 PM Sunday School 
Christmas Program  
 

14 
6:30-8:30PM 
DivorceCare 
&DC4K 
Session 4 
 

15 
 
 
 
 

16 
5:45 Dinner 
6:30 PM  -7:45 PM 
Intergeneration 
Small Groups 
“Store“/Kids’ Club 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 
 
9:30 AM Bible 
Study and 
Prayer 

19 
7:30 AM 
Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

20 
Newsletter Items Due 
4th  Sunday of Advent 
 
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM Worship 
3:00 PM Christmas 
Caroling 
 
6:00-7:30 PM Roots 
Youth Group 

21 
6:30-8:30PM 
DivorceCare 
&DC4K 
Session 5 
 

22 
 
 
 
6:30 PM 
Elders/Deacons 
7:00 PM 
Consistory 
 

23 
No Activities 

24 
 
 
 
 
7:30 PM 
Christmas 
Eve Service 

25 
 
 
 

 

26 
7:30 AM 
Men’s 
Breakfast 

27 
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM Worship 
 
6:00-7:30 PM Roots 
Youth Group 
 
 

28 
6:30-8:30PM 
DivorceCare 
&DC4K 
Session 6 
 

29 
 
 

30 
No Activities  

31   
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6th   
 
 
 
13th  
 
 
 
 
20th  
 
 
 
 
27th  
 
 
 
 
 

GREETERS: 
USHERS: 

 
 

GREETERS: 
 

USHERS: 
 
 
GREETERS: 

 
USHERS: 

 
 

GREETERS: 
USHERS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dave Brondyke and the Roots group 
Dave Brondyke and the Roots group 
 
 
Eugene Denekas, Hattiejane Dekekas 
Mary Goerks and Leann McNeal 
Dawn Considine and family 
 
 
Harry & Norma Flanagan 
Jane Freeman, Lorna Snapp 
Jim & Kelly O’Hare and family 
Ruth Shelly 
 
Mark & Diane Williams and family 
Annette Martin and family 
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Intergenerational Small Groups 
Intergenerational Small Groups meet Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00pm for anyone aged 6th grade and 
up.  Kids Club for children age 3 – 5th grad also meets during this time.  Come early and join us 
for a delicious home-cooked meal, suggested donation is $3.00.  Dinner starts at 5:45.  During 
this small group time we will explore the NOOMA Series by Rob Bell for a six-week period of 
time.  NOOMA films explore our world from a perspective of Jesus and invite viewers to search, 
question and join the discussion.  Each film is about 10-14 minutes of teaching related to real-life 
situations.  Each short story covers a specific topic - usually by relating various experiences from 
a Christian perspective.  Below is a brief summary of the sessions for December. 
 
 

 Breathe | 014 Rob Bell (December 2, 2009) 

With everything that we've got going on every day, how many of us ever think about our 
breathing, about the meaning of breathing? Yet, for thousands of years, people have understood 
that our physical breath is a picture of a deeper spiritual reality. In the Bible, the word for 
"breath" is the same as the word for "spirit." There's an inherent dilemma at the core of what 
makes us human. We've all been created in the image of God and possess immense power and 
strength. And at the same time, our lives are incredibly vulnerable and fragile. Maybe if we had 
more insight into the meaning of breathing, we would better understand how God created us as 
human beings.  

 You | 015 Rob Bell (December 9, 2009) 

Some of the central claims of the Christian faith are the source of many discussions and heated 
debates. But are we always debating the right things? Maybe some of our discussions would 
change significantly if we had more insight into the actual circumstances that surrounded the first 
people of the Christian movement--if we had a better understanding of the things they did in the 
context of the world they lived in. Maybe some of the claims of the Christian faith that we 
typically perceive to be unique aren't really that special at all. And at the same time, maybe we 
don't always put enough emphasis on the things that truly should matter in our lives.  

�

 Store | 016 Rob Bell (December 16, 2009) 

We all get angry about things from time to time--some of us more often than others. For some of 
us, it feels like we're constantly on the brink of losing it, where it doesn't take much to get angry 
about anything. And this kind of anger can be seen everywhere we go--at work, in traffic, at the 
store, at home. But what is really at its root? Anger is often looked at as a bad thing, but are there 
things actually worth getting angry about? Maybe if we had a better understanding of our anger 
and where it comes from, we could learn how to channel it toward something constructive--
something that's bigger than ourselves. �

�



December Birthdays 
 
1 Esther Schier 
 Mike Ruthe 
3 Jim Rosenbalm 
4 Kim Carow 
11 Adrian Considine 
12 Matthew Meyers 
 Pastor Brion Brooks 
13 Cade Bertsch 
15 David Jorgenson 
17 Erica Mann 
18 Val Herriot 
21 Sarah Smith 
23 Jeff Ruthe 
24 Jamie Wolf 
29 Eric Berg 
 Mark Williams 
30 Jennifer Christianson 
 Brian Koeller 
31 Amy Gittleson 
 Elmer Thurm 
 
 
and Anniversaries!!!! 

 
2 Mr. & Mrs. Gary McDanel 
30 Mr. & Mrs. James Rosenbalm (1949) 
31 Mr. & Mrs. Mark Williams  
 
We are attempting to update the birthday and 
anniversary list.  If your birthday or anniversary 
is incorrect or missing, please send an email to 
newsletter@ebenzerreformed.com or put a note 
in the newsletter box in the Narthex.  Thank 
you!!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I Corinthians 13 applied to Christmas 
 
Someone sent this to me a few years ago right 
when I was in the midst of a pressure-filled 
week, and I am ashamed to say I did not receive 
it well. I want to start out this Christmas season 
with these thoughts at the forefront: 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 13 – - A CHRISTMAS 
VERSION - 
By an unknown author 
 
If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, 
strands of twinkling lights and shiny balls, but do 
not show love, I’m just another decorator. 
If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of 
Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet meals and 
arranging a beautifully adorned table at 
mealtime, but do not show love, I’m just another 
cook. 
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing 
home and give all that I have to charity, but do 
not show love, it profits me nothing. 
If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and 
crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday 
parties and sing in the choir’s cantata but do not 
focus on Christ, I have missed the point. 
 
Love stops the cooking to hug the child. 
Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the 
husband. 
Love is kind, though harried and tired. 
 
Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has 
coordinated Christmas china and table linens. 
Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the 
way, but is thankful they are there to be in the 
way. 
Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to 
give in return but rejoices in giving to those who 
can’t. 
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all things. 
 
Love never fails. 
 
Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be 
lost, golf clubs will rust, but giving the gift of 
love will endure.� �   


